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N. DAS. 


‘Spread of education among the 
tribes deserves serious thought for 
the next ten years. That has 
become doubly important, in view 
(of the fact that for the last twenty 
years concentrated efforts by officiat 
‘and non-ofieial_ agencies have been 
made to spread education among the 
tribes, Educational improvement of 
Iibes has been better than econo: 
mic, health and hygiene develop 
ment, We have 20,883,470. tribal 
population according to 1961 
Census. There has been some in: 
crease during these seven years 
‘There are altogether 62 tribal 
groupe classified as Scheduled 
‘Tribes under Presidential Order of 
1956, Some modifications are ex 
pected on the recommendation of 
Lokkur Committee and the intro 
duction of the Bill to amend the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
‘Tribes Lists (Modifieations) Order, 
1956. Afew more may be added 
after the finalisation of the recom- 
mendations of Lokku Committee 
Although these groups could be 
denoted by the generic term 
‘Scheduled ‘Tribes’ they are at 
different stages of culture and eco: 
‘nomic development. 


‘There are backward tribals who 
‘have not made any progress in ed 
cation. ‘They have their distinct 
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languages. There are semi 
lated groups who while retaining 
their language and customs, ete., 
hhave made some progress in the 
field of education, “There are 
advanced section of tribals who 
hhave adopted formal education and 
some of them have considerably tm- 
proved their edueation standard, 


In some States residential institu- 
tions meant for tribals have been 
‘opened to others who can attend 
those as day-scholars. In the 
‘dential institutions boarding charges 
fare provided for tribal students 
‘while in general institutions they 
fare provided with stipends 
Central Government provide grants- 
‘maid for management of these re- 
dential institutions for tribes, 
Both officials and non-officials have 
made serious efforts to extend 
education in remote tribal areas, 
During the Three Plan period pri- 
‘mary and Secondary Schools have 
‘been established in far-flung tribal 


However, the position is deplor 
fable incase of real backward 
tribes. That is why they deserve 
special and concentrated attention 
for the next decade. Four-point 
criteria are imperative to an edu: 
cation system, siz, (a) method, 
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(b) personnel, (c) content 
(d) motives and attitudes underlying 
the educational progress. 


‘Among the contemporary back- 
‘ward tribal people the gulf between 
ihe Informal education which is 
imparted at home and the formal 
‘education which is imparted in the 
schools is practically lacking. Ex: 


pells there are no. specia 
Moreover, traditional 
‘education is always ‘direct. By 
‘lect, we mean learning by 
experiencing. We usually réad and 
fare, made to understand things 
‘which have no relationship in our 
aily fe and which we sometimes 
feannot see during our life time. 
‘The people of Uttar Pradesh or the 
Punjab are often told about the sea 
fr th port, though hardly » hand 
ful of them get the opportunity im 
their lives to see the sea, Among 
the tribal people the method of edu 
fenton is always direct and the 
observations are real, This acts as 
it handicap for adopting the present 
system of education and tearnine. 
‘There are no professional teachers 
and of course no learned professors, 
s everybody is jack of all trades 
‘except the sorcerer oF magician, the 
rest are teachers and students 
simultaneously. Among the pre: 
literate societies, interest created 
‘among children themselves, makes 
‘them active participants instead of 
passive recipients. Content of ed 
ation similarly aims at two main 
points, the individual adjustment to 
the community and the acquisition 
‘of social values including sex tife. 
Now the last though not the least 
je and attitude under 
the educational process. There i 
large grade of sharing of interests 
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of the adult and there is always 
reciprocal obligation on the part of 
the adalts to understand the handi- 
caps and difficulties of the children, 
Discipline among the tribes is self- 
evolved, unlike other societios 
‘where it is imposed by the 
authorities. Prizes are real source 
(of satisfaction and the rewards are 
‘won for the beteit of the individual 
Jn the contest of social bonefit 
‘obtained from his actions. Thus 
the entire educational system is one 
‘of homogeneity and reciprocity 


‘The widespread student unrest in 
this country as wet as in almost all 
parts of the world has called for 
ittention to evolve a proper system 
fof education. The adolesent and 
the youth have now become restive, 
Parents are equally responsible for 
ot maintaining a comfortable 
Intmosphere in respective homes, 
Repurcussion of those fall on young 
boys and girls, The general indis 
cipline in the social structure and 
Wy of the Ieaders to decide 
oper system of edu 

sorry state of 


tn this respect whens we judge 
the tribals see find a completely 
diferent picture. In the tribal 
Society there is respect for trad 
tional leadership, Rigorous disc 
pine and informal education enable 
tribals to respect their social system 
Some of the tribes had well 
congamised dormitory institution, 
Im the dormitories boys and girls 
used to live together and partic 
pate in all the activities like 
‘dancing and merriment. Social 
Scientists who have studied 
these institutions have reported 
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that there is absolutely no 
vulgarity or unnecessary activities, 
Some outsiders were apt to dub 
ormitory life to licentious fa 
That eannot be substantiated from 
any study. Rather it could be deft 
nitely asserted that these propen. 
sities do not occur in traditional ti 
Dal societies, ‘The dormitory insti 
lisearded, when the 
‘come in contact with out 
siders.. They hardly get any sub 
atitute to enforce disipline which 
‘ dormitory eould do, 


‘That does not mean that the 
toibal people slmould be left in iso: 
Iation, nor that is possible ina 
vyeloping country, ‘The policy 
ff segaragation followed by. the 
British Government contemplated 
this state, However in the light of 
various dimensions the poliey on 
al education should be eontem 
plated to coalesce and not disinte 
rate the toibal ie, 


The last but not the least 
ortant iy the problem of 
Tanguage and seript, Almost all 
the tribal languages have no script 
Boardly speaking, the interior 
tribes speak languages belonging 

{wo families, the Austsie and. the 
Dravidian. ‘The former include 
Mundari, Santali, “Ho. Bhuj 
Birhor, Kharia and Saoras, The 
Dravidian language is. spoken by 
Ormons of Chotanagpur,  Kandhas 
of Orissa and several southern 
tribes, The fronties tribes of 
course speak dialeets of Tibeto 
Burman and, Indo- Burman family 
of languages. None ofthese 
Tangueges has got a. seript. 
Surprisingly among the Nagas even 
f tribelet separated from another 
by a few miles speak completely 


different dialeets, Even the social 
anthrepologists, "who emphasise 
the knowledge of the language of 
a tribe before they study the tribe 
fire bewildered, ‘Therefore, » the 
the question of a uniform iangu- 
‘age for the tribes is not possible 
At present tribes are being edued. 
ted through different regional 
languages, but there are compa: 
ints of lack of reception among 
the backward bes, The point 
Is whether the tribes are to be 
‘educated in different regional lan- 
guages from the beginning or the 
tribal students are to be educated 
At primary and secondary stages 
through the medium of their ow 
languages, The greatest need for 
‘scheme like this to be successful 
lithe adequate number of tea 
hers in tribal languages, To train 
suiMeient number of teachers t0 
teach them in their respective Ian: 
Hunges is a difieult- process, 
he non-tribat students in the 
chools situated in the heart of 
the tribal areas ean not be sue 
through the 


guages, 


Hindi in Devanagiei seript 
hhas been accepted ax the natoinal 
language. Therefore, one of the 
‘objectives of the administration 
is also to propagate Hindi among 
hhon-Hindi speaking popula 

There will be no haem if the tribal 
people are also made to learn 
Hindi, side by side with the regio: 
‘al languages, In lower primary 
slages the lesson could he expla 
ined in tribal Ianguages to interest 
the teibal students, No script 
should be evolved afresh as it 
will never De feasible stray inda- 
vidual efforts were made to devise 
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those are nither standardised nor 
‘convient. 


Residential schools established 
in tribal areas have been found 
useful. In comparision to the 
institutions run by Education 
Department the residential schools 
run by Tribal Welfare Depart: 
‘ments nourish a belter atmosphere 
‘Teachers living with the students 
‘enable them to understand and 
lappreeiate the difficulties of the 
latter. ‘The vocational training 
provided to the students in those 
fehools enable them to learn a few 
crafts. As the time when emplo 
ment facilities are limited vaca- 
tional training could be usefully 
utilised Dy the students to settle 
down in villages as craftsmen. 


‘As regards primary education it 
thas’ been found that there are 
‘already large number of schools in 
remote tribal areas. Those are 
mostly managed by a single 
teacher, If the teacher remains 
fabsent “due to any reason the 
School is closed. If these schools 
{in remote tribal areas are fre 
quently closed the parents would 
rather engage their children 
different domestic chores than 
remain away unnecessarily from 
their homes, The inhibitory 
factors are that firstly the tribal 
students are mot interested in 
faltending schools. Secondly if the 
‘atmosphere in the school and the 
‘medium of instruction are not com- 
genial there is good reason to deve. 
Top aversion towards education, 


‘The problem of stagnation of 
tribal students is serious. Most of 
the students do not complete the 


course they join. If they fail in 
the annual examination — they 
‘abandon their studies. In some 
cases after joining the schoo! they 
eave for some years to. rejoin 
again, Stagnation affects the 
general progress of tribal students 
in educational institutions, This 
also seastes the investment in 
Iribal education. There is neces: 
sity) for. effective co-ordination 
among’ the education authorities 
find the teachers to induce tribal 
parents to send their chikdren to 
Schools. The uncongenial atmos 
phere im schools has to be improv 
to attract the “tribal students 
Studies conducted by some tribal 
research bodies show that there is 
litle doubt that the tribal students 
provided with proper atmosphere 
in educational institutions ean 
‘compete sith others, but they take 
Teaser interest in higher studies 
‘They seck petty employment and 
are satisfied if they get the same. 


Another important aspect of 
‘education which is to be counter: 
facted is the general aversion of all 
categories of tribal students for 
‘science and technical education 
‘There are hardly 3 per cent 
students among the tribals who 
fake up. science and technical 
studies including medical, eng 
neering, ete, The residental and 

ier schools whieh we had the 
‘eeasion 10 visit have mot got pro- 
perly equipped science laboratory 
No doubt science education is still 
making progress in the country 28 
whole. But by. taking all-India 
fverage the position relating to 
tribal students is much inferrior. 
A good deal of emphasis should be 
laid on promoting science and 
technical “education. Necessary 
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{mpetus should be provided for this 
purpose. If necessary, enhanced 
tale of stipend should be provided 
to the tribal students persuing sei- 
ence education, 


‘There exists indigenous skit 
‘among some tribes in different 
parts, During these years we have 
not tried to encourage those. If 
those could be encouraged we may 
be able to produce sultable erafts- 
men among the tribe. In tribal 
areas for construction and other 
‘works skilled workers have to be 
imported from outside. Similarly 
when big. industries and river 
valley projects are established in 
tribal areas, tribals cannot be 


‘employed as skilled or semi-skilled 
workers. This aspect has to be 
tuken into consideration by con- 
ccerned authorities. Science and 
technical education could, there 
fore, be widely introduced in tribal 


Some of the tribes have been 
benefited from the provisions for 
‘general education. There are edu 
‘ational institutions exclusively 
meant for tribals. Tn others tribal 
boys are reading with others. Insti 
tutions meant exclusively for tribals 
fare run by states as well as non. 
officials including Christian 
Missions 


However, it may be seen among 
the backward tribal groups, the 
percentage of literacy is only 2:8. 
‘These groups have remained father 
away from education and deserve 
special attention for the next 10 
{Years for advancement of education 


All efforts directed during the last 
20 years have not succeeded in 
inculeating values of education 
‘among real backward tribes. The 
drive has got a set back mainly due 
to non-participation of tribes, 
In accessibility both physical and 
mental played their role, An over- 
fall estimate indicates that tribal 
‘education is in transition, 


A study conducted by the Tribal 
Research Bureau in Orissa among 
the backward tribes has shown that 
Bonda high landers, Lanjia Saoras, 
Kutia Kondhs, Hill Juangs, Paudi 
Bhuiyas, Gadabas and Dongria 
‘Kondhs have shown the leat reeep- 
tivity to education. The number of 
schoolgoing children among these 
communities in a rough estimate 
‘does not exceed two per cent. The 
figure may be lower, not higher in 
‘view of the fact that exact enumera. 
tion of schoolgoing chikiren is not 
always possible. The study has fur 
ther shown that in the primary 
lasses though there is some enrole 
ment, the students do not continue 
to complete their school course. 
‘They however, continue in the rolls 
and that gives a higher figure than 
the actual number of students in 
those schools. Tt has been found 
that boys of the age of 14 to 16 are 
stil in the roles of primary schools, 
‘This study, therefore, indicates that 
the schoolgoing habit is yet to be 
developed among the “backward 
tribes as they are apathetic to 
formal education. 


Priorities are, therefore, to be 
fixed for next ten years to plug the 
drawback, to bring real backward 
tribes into the fold of modern edu 
cation. Particularly science and 
technical education are to be popu 
Iarised, 


Ye 
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In real backward tribal areas 
there should be always two teacher 
primary schools. This is neces: 
Bary because the absence of one 
teacher would not automatically 
lose the institution. Tt has been 
ound that primary teachers in 
inaceessible parts remain absent 
frequently, The inspecting stall 
feannot cheek such truancy for the 
simple reason, that the schools are 
Toeated in inaccessible regions and 
could be reached only on foot 
‘Absence of the teacher with corres 
ponding elosure of schools disen- 
Able the tribal children to form 
sehoot-going habit. 


Secondly the tribal children help 
their parents in domestic care, 
‘When parents are out on hill clea 
rings or in other pre-occupations 
grownup children are left in charge 
fof their younger brothers and 
sisters, Childeen are also to graze 
ind herd cattle. They assist them 
in agricultural operations after the 
fage of 10, Hence sending children 
{i the school, would mean distoca 
tion of the social and economic 
life’ of tribes and considerable 
hardship tothe parents. 

“Teachers posted to the primary 
schools in the backward tribal 
fare seldom selected on the 
of any special aptitude and 
qualification to deal with tribal 


special pay. A small amount 0 
Hs. 10 to 15 per month is paid 

teachers from the British time 
which is known as. ‘Agency Spe- 
ial Pay’. This special pay is the 
same for incumbents posted to the 
district headquarters or subdivisio 
nnal Headquarters of such agency 
fareas. As those who are posted to 


the interior places. In the interior 
places there is hardly any commu: 
hiication. There is no. medical 
facility. If some one falls ill he 
may have to be carried miles to 
gether across the hills These 
factors, therefore, stand on the way 
fof posting. suilable persons in- 
terior tribal areas, Anybody who 
‘could manage to do $0 always 
favoids such a posting, Hence, u 
‘derqualified loesl men are usually 
posted as teachers in the primary 
schools in backward tribal areas 
‘They seldom take interest in their 
work, 


‘Stl now backward tribal areas 
‘are considered as punishment cen 
tres and only those who are cons 
dered to be undesirable elsewhere 
fare transferred there. Hence they 
tasually feel dejected and do not 

We, It is, therefore, 
in. the inaccessible 
backward tribal regions there 
should be atleast 20 per cent spect 
fl pay for the teachers in various 
Schools particularly primary 
Schools, There should be always two 
Teachers so that if one falls ill the 
other ean attend to him. 


‘The teachers should be provided 
with accommodation free of cost 
‘within the schoot premises. They 
can tive seth their family ant 
Should not leave the school fre 
‘quently. Their stay in the | school 
Premises would also enable them 
{o raise gardens and demonstrate 

‘rarities of crops to. the 
tribals 


‘The teachers can have frequent 
dialogue with the villagers 10. i 
duce them to send their children 
to the school. The villagers when 
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grains grown by them are often 
‘Out and the sale-proceeds ane 
eposited in Government. ecount, 
‘This is not a desirable practice, 
Students may be allowed to use a 
ood portion of the produce to 
ipplement their boarding charges, 
‘The sale-proceeds may be allowed 
to be utlived for seed manure 
‘and irrigation, This will generate 
entive for gardening 


AAs roards disteibution of st 
pends and scholarships it bas ber 
Feported by the Commissioner for 
Scheduled Castes” and Scheduled 
Tribes as well as by Scheduled 
Scheduled Tribes 
that the vocal and 
fdvanced sections among the tribes 
drive the maximum benefit from 
this programme. Studies under- 
taken in some selected tribal areas 
have shown that eheistian converts 
land other advanced tribals get 87 
percent of the stipend and scholar 
ship meant for the tribals. Among 
the backward tribes there is hardly 
any student who has gone up to 
high school to receive pre-matric or 
postanairic seholarship. Th « 
Youth organization where pre 
valent have to be revitaised “for 
promoting social education, 


‘The States and Union Terr 
fories may, therefore, be asked 
hy the Planning Commission to 
Aix these priorities for spread of 
fadueation among. the most buck 
ward tribes, While submitting 


their annual plans and proposals 
for the 4th und 6th Plan States and 
Union ‘Territories shoud incor- 
Porate these priorities, It may be 
serutinized by the Planning "Com: 
‘mission that proportionate ex 
penditure iv eked for 
spread of education in the most 
Dackward tsibal areas, A tenta: 
tive list of the most buekward 
toibes in different States is 
cencloved 


States and Union ‘Tertitories 
may take the help of tribal re 
search bodies now established in 
states having sizable tribal popu 
lation to prepare a list of the 
backward tribal areas and most 
Dackward tribes. States may als 
indicate how they propose to in 
corporate the priorities in their 
respective set up, Central assis 
lance may have to be provided 
after proper serutiny. Periodical 
evaluation of the working of the 
system is to be conducted by the 
Uibal reserch bodies,» Such evalu 
ation reports are to. be submitted 
by States while advancing propo 
sails for plan outlay and for see 
king central assistance for thi 
burpose, There being. no "second 

inion that the most backward 
sections among the Scheduled 
‘Tribes are to be given greater 
{importance it is the question now 
fis to how the programme could 
bye effectively implemented. within 
the available resources, The 
slates have a duty, hut adequate 
central assistance for this purpose 
is essential 
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Vitlage—its background 


Langdang is situated ata 
distance of four miles away from 
Ukhrul, a small Town and a seat 
fof subdivisional administration, 
Manipur State: the Block also has 
its headquarters located at Ukheul, 
‘The village is spread over the 
slopes of a hill near Burma 
Boarder which is only 60 miles 
away from the settlement, "The 
height of the hill is almost 6,000 
feet above sea-level: the forest 
round the village is not very 
thick; — most of it has heen 
Aevastated by the people as their 
‘main source of economy is shift 
Ing cultivation, 


angdang is essentially a 
lent village ; four yeurs buck 
all the houses were at one place 
Dut now the village is divided into 
tworhamlets known as Langdang 
Kbullen and Ls Kiunow 
The main habitation is Langdang 
Kinullen: in Langdang khunow only 
1 households are residing. 


The total population of the 
village is. 835: the number of 
families “is 62, all belong to 
‘Tangkhul Naga tribe : 54 families 
hhave adopted Christianity ag their 
religion : only 8 families ate of 
non-converts, 


PACTIONALISM AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN A 
NAGA VILLAGE 

‘The Nagas in Langdang village 
tare divided Into three elans—(1) 
‘Tasharvanao, (2) Luithuinao, (3) 
Phungehamreanao, Henceforth in 
this study for convenience sake 
they wold be termed by thelr 
Ast letters, Le, fur Tasharvanao, 
L for Luithuinao and PB for 
Phungehareanao, 


‘The households distribution over 
the three clans is as follows -— 


Ne Clan No, of households 
iy Oe 4 

2 4 

a0 oP “ 


Like «other Naga villages in 
‘Tangkhul area, Langdang has also 
ot the traditional village council 
known as village authority; ot this 
‘organisation clans Land P have 
heen represented by their two clan 
chiefs and six other elderly per- 
sons, ench elon thus having 40 re. 
presentatives. Clan Thns four 
representatives besides itt ehiet 
who is also the ebiet of the village 
nuthority. "Thus the village autho: 
rity: is co 1S village 
leaders, T clan had moved to 
this site from outside frst and 
Inhabited this village and hence 
its chief has the right to be the 
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hie of the village authority. The said that this father was the village 
Village chief and elan chiefs are chief and when he died, he was 
Hereditary ia nature, Ijnor ; the father of the present 
Millage chief taking advantage of 
The village authority is recog: this opportunity, manipulated to 
hised by the Government for all got his name entered into Govern- 
tidministrative purposes in the ment records as the chiel of the 
illage s the village chiet collects village (Khulapa). In 1920. when 
Thouse-tax and deposits Ht in the the present chief of the clan be 
treasury j land revenue hay became major, he claimed village 
yet been levied here, The village chiefship and Aled a suit but in 
futhority has been given a stamp vain, 
fof recognition by the Government 
fs legal authority to decide al (6m that issue the village sociat 
Vilage disputes. ‘Though its deci- organisation hs split up into three 
ions are. appealable in the groups which can be clearly del 
BD, OF courk, yet tl 1020 neated, They are organised along 
Decwuse it had. "a reputation of the three clans—T, Land P. ‘The 
etling disputes amicably with numerical strength of each clan 
Tull justice, very seldom any appeal js also. the numerical strength of 
was made ton higher court. In exeh. groups has the following 
Social and cultural matters iC vas of 24 families, E-of 24 and P of 1 


the main guiding and controlling families, 
force in the village, Un religions 


matters too the ehlef and village Spatial Distribution of theee 
fauthority. was looked up for gukl> —— groups—Two groups Land Pare 
ane. Hiving in Langan Khotlen ith 9 
Faunilies of group Ts the rest of the 
Langdang under the leadership 15 families of group T are living 
fof the village ehief and village in Langdang Khunow, ‘They have 
fluthorily- was cohesive group moved to the new site of Langdang 
cnith sense of solidarity and "we: Khunow due to tension among the 
Tecling’. "The. village-wide Ieader- groupe of T an the one hand and 
hip and Toyalty to it-was preva group L-and Pon the other, 


Tent. "This state of affairs 
changed in 1920 and since then 
fisruption and splits-up inthe 
Social organisation of the village 
hhave been on increase 


Inter-group Relations—Group T 
and L have hostile relations: group 
P always supports group L. So in 
terms of factionalism in whieh am 
‘dement of hostility is involved, the 
tillage is divided into two factions, 
Lee Ton the one side and Land 
Don the other, Henceforth Land 
P would be termed as LP group, 


Factionalism 


The process of faction forma: 
tion —The beginning of the proce! 


ff faetion formation in this village Disruptive Effects of Faction 
foes back to 1020 when the chiel lism on Village Social Organisa- 
APegroup Leelaimed the chiefship tion and Leadership—Now the 


TRhlapa) of the. village, Tis village is @ dividing house in itself 
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Let us see how far faetionalism has 
created a disruption in. the tradi 
tional institution of village eouneil 
for village authority and also in 
the mew organisations set-up by 
the development department 


Village Authority—The trad 
tional institution, the village eo 

ci or the village authority” has 
Iroken down the village chief 
(Khulapa) is no more accepted 
fas (Kbulapa) by faction LP: as 
the chief of the village, By 
tradition the village chief has th 
right t0 hold jhe meetings of th 
village authority. is his house 
wo decide all types of cases 
land disputes in consultation with 
fother members of the village 
suthority but since 1900 the chief 
fand other leaders of. faction LP 
Ihave refused to go to the village 
chief's house to participate in any 
ype of deliberations, Ia fhet 
they challenge his right to hold 
meetings in his house, Instead 
they hold deliberations regarding 
disputes and also to take decisions 
concerning other social and rel 
gious matters. of their group, in the 
Inoue of the ehief of L group, 


‘The village chic on the advice 
of the S.D.0. of Ukbrul subdivision 
Im order to tide over this diticuly 
constructed a smali room in be 
tween bis hemlet and the hemlet 
where fuetion LP was residing and 
tried to persuade the Tenders of 
faction LP participate there in 
the meetings to decide cases but 
they did not agree, Thus the 
authority and leadership of the 
village chief and also the village 
‘authority has shattered, 


Factionatisi and Development 


Primary Sehool—The faetion 
lism has alae affected the village 
lower primary school ; this was 
situated in Langdang Khullen six 
years back, In 1963 the village 
fet got it shifted with the help of 
‘Uwe Education Departament towards 
his hemlet, ‘The schoo! building at 
the old site at Langdang -Khullen 
wan sot on five, In protest fietion 
LP stopped to send its children to 
the seliwol and raised contributions 
st theselves and gut 
‘new building eomsteueted at the old 
schoo} building site and appointed 
tova teachers snow the strength of 
the students in this institution is 
40 while in the lower primary 
school there are only 12. students, 
‘The leaders of LP have been trying 
to get it recognised by the Educa 
tion Department 


Vitlage Development Committee— 
rmerly, there was one village 
evelopment committee for Lang 
dang but now there are two, 
Faction T. i. es the village chiefs 
iroup. three yeurs back, has quitted 
the development committee and 
hay organised a new one for ats 
members, though this has not yet 
been given a recognition by the 
Dock authorities, 


Vitlage Votunteer Foree—M wae 
‘organised by the Gram Sevak : now 
there is a split in It also on faetion 
lines ¢ faction LP hus its oven and 
faction Tits own VV 


Road construction—U kh rw 1 
Block B.D.O, wanted eo-opere 
tion of Langdang village in eon. 
structing @ jecpable road from 
Ukhrul to Langdang whieh is 1 
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niles away from the Block head village authority has 
quarters. Faction LP took up broken down into two : 
the work but faction T ted by the factions hostile to each ) 
village ehief (Khulapa) boycotted other; the attitude of 
but later on, om the request of hostility is quite obvious 
the B. D.O, faction T also agreed in the working of the 


‘on the condition that 4 miles road village-authority 

was divided into two and half yas 

allotted to faetion T and the other (e) The sillagewide leadership 

Iulf to faction LP for construction. fand the villages’ loyalty 
it has disappeared, 


‘ompost Pit and Vilage Clean 


liness Competition—The Bock (1) Claw still plays an impor + 
‘organised village compost pit tant role in. determining : 
‘competition and also village clean: veel iA Tesionn, 
liness competition in Langdang. their leaders F 
Faction LP co-operated while fac- 
tion T non-eo-operated with Ce) Im place of village commu 
V. LW, i his attempt to make nity, each faction is 
these competitions a success characterized by solidarits 
‘and cohesiveness with 1 
Visit of the B. D. 0.—The B.D.O. sense of wesferling 
visited Langdang and discussed 
bout some development issues (P) Faction leadership is the 
tvith Ure leaders of faction LP: he ‘fective leadership and 
sent a ward to the village chief ‘serves as ready-made effec- 
leader of faetion T to come over live channels of communi- 
there to meet im but the later cation to their members. 
refused and said “Why as the 
B.D. O. gone to the leaders of LP (a) Factionalism has proved to 
faction ?'He should have come to bbe a esciows social barriet 
sme frst” in development activities 
No development activity 
onctusivin hhas been undertaken. by 


the village asa whole, 
The attitude on the part 

the to factions i 
that if one co-operates 
with the extension agents 


Deductions from the abooe facts 


(a) The village is mo more & 


rye ee the ather boyeotts them, 
(b) The traditional village ‘The two factions do not 
social organisation, — the agree on any. issue of 


village couneil or the Sillage welfae. 


P. D. PRASADA RAO 


Inteoduetion, 


‘The Saoras are well known 
people in the Anthropotogical field. 
‘They constitute a major bulk of the 
tuibal population in the State of 
Orissa. "They are commonly found 
in the Ganjam and Koraput dist 
iets, but sporadically distributed 
through out the State. Concern- 
ing their social, religious institu 
tions and economic pursuits 

{numerous papers have been pub 
lished but no systematic Anthropo- 
metric studies have been made of 
this interesting tribe. 


The synthesis of the present 
paper deals with the statistical 
‘analysis of the data on their bodily 
measurements and the study of 
the flager and palmar prints. The 
study is based on a random sample 
fof 110 adult males on whom the 
Anthropometric measurements ancl 
Somatoscopic observations were 
‘made: but only 100 adult 

Saoras were considered for the 
Dermatoglyphie study. The data 
were collected from the villages 
ipur, — Nuapalli,  Russelgarh, 
Baramunda, Badagada and 
Ghatikia—ail with in a radius of 
to 10 miles from the New Capit 

Bhubaneswar in Puri district 


| ANIHROPEMETRIC AND 
FINGER AND PALMAR 

| DERMATOGLYPHIC 

| STUDY OF THE SOARAS. 


tiropometry—The follow: 
fing measurements were taken :— 


(1) Maximum Head length, 
(2) Maximum Head 
breadth, (3) Minimum 
fromtal diameter, (4) Maxi: 
‘mum bizygomatic breadth, 

6) 


breadth, (8) Morphological 

for total facial length, (9) 

Stature and (10) Auriew 
head height. 


‘The following indices have been 
‘worked out of the above measure: 
ment :— 


(1) Cephatie index, (2) Nasal 
index, (3) Length-height 
‘index. and index, (4) 
Breath-height index and 
(3) Facial index. 


‘The measurements were stirietly 
laken according to techniques des- 
<ribed by Wilder and Martin, The 
finger and palmar print data were 
analysed according to the proce 
‘ures prescribed by Cummins and 
Midlo. 
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1, Analysis of Anthropometric Measurements 


i 
a 


0.00 


Giant 2 0-x 


Analysing the stature of vaximum Being 17748 em, 
son ntadied (twas noticed that and the minimum 14048 em, ‘The 
Rang of cases (7b81 per cedl) Percentage of, very ah . 
fire, between 150—168.9- ems, in ay mart. 

& sium, above medi an tall are 


Stature, bes, between short and 
deere nm, The average star 71 118L, BAB and $63, reepoo 
Below und toe 14st E043 tely 


We per ems the 


Table? 
Staxaleal constants of 110 male measienents (i om.) 
Standaed 
Measurement Max Min MeantS,B, Deviation 
TSE 
0 oo O o) 
Head lenat> mL 174 TBAB ECOF—— OG OO 
ead breadih igs 18 arse omaH002 
Auer Head Ws 93 LE9REOOR | 04006 
igh. 
Mio. Frontal . ws 93 10/5240:03 0:38 +002 
Diameter 
Max Bieygooatic breadth 138 11212944005 O34 0°03 
Dyeasloreadh. HS 90 IOaBEDOS SEEDS 
sietncalianh 124 99. THIVHOOH — O4TEO-S 
Nasal Height [S637 arts003 oz 
asl Breadth 1 Gs 30 494008 044003 


Stature 1778 463 ToLeB EOS 4724032 
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Table 
Stato constant of Indes 
Sundar 
Teves Max Min Means. Beat 
ih 
ow Q @ (o} (ol 
{ Cephat tnx er ee tery 
H Ahan index + 7 SL eeastaT 30-420 
Bridiettiebttades 1070709 BBE Sastag 
Nas ade 82-8 TwSS459 Gated 
‘Total Fail Index 56 H8 PREG atin 
Clasitiaton of ties 
= carat ter 
a. ange Frsquecey Percent 
Hips dace X09 3 an 
Dolchoeratc D099 wt 
| 760-09 40a 
| sepia * st0m854 3 2n 
Hype acyespili 1 55x oo 
The mean cephalic Index ix and Hyper dolichocphaly arin the 


7018 + 42 with the maximum of equial percentage of 272, "The 


$16 and minimum of 608, Doli- mean head length and breadth are 
chocephaly (5454 percent) appears 1880 - OL and 1448. Ot ome 
to be predominant, “Meseephialy respectively. Head leith and 
> Gceurs in the next highest per cent breadth various betwee £01 ae 
+ F-40600 per cent, “Brachyeephaly 17-4 em; 166 and 128 respectively 
(2) LergthHelgh nde 
F has Range Frequeney Per cent 
Chamaeosphatc X-376 ‘4 363 
Onthocep ha S105 2» 1818 
Hypsiephalic te O6-X 86 Twi 


‘The mean lensth-Height Index of head is 66 0817; the range of variation 
between 80°7 and 5-1 Hypsicephaly (7818 per cond) appears tobe redo 
nd orthocephalic cements ate 369 

‘The mean Hend-Heiht is 1198-08 the maximum being 


(© Breadti— Height Index— 


Cass Range Frequency Per cet 
‘Tapeinocephalic x-789 2 2000 
Metriocephalic a B89 2B 2090 
‘Acrocephalic + 850K 6 908 


‘The mean bueadih-height Index is $8863:50 with the maximum of 1070 and 
mininea et 109, Azoosphaly (59°09 per ceat) ovcars as highest concentration» 
TTencinocepbaly asd Metrccepbaly are 2000 per cent tad 2090 per cent 
respectively. 


(0) Nasal Index 
Class pange —Freqendy Percent 
Hyper Leptorrhine we KH o, 00 
Lepore + 550-09 2 181 ¥ 
Metortine s TRO-849 6 5090 
Pratyerhine 
Hyper-platyetine 
‘The mean nasal indo is 7655+) 
rjakmum 60'8 Meso 


Tie ‘Nocues of i 
~ hei 


met and 
‘The range of variation of 
‘Of the nasal Breadth between 43 and 3-0 cx. 


(6) Total facial length 
Class Rango —Frequencey Percent 
‘Hypereuryprosopic X79 2 1090 
Euryprosapic 90-839 » 2636 
Mesoprosopic 840-879 31 28 
Leptoprosopie 880-929 30 2 « 
Hyperteptoprosopic BOK 8 iru 


“The mean total facial index is 8782+0°60, the maximum being 105°6 and the 
ng I noted that Mesoprosoplc ( 2618 per cent ) clement is predo; 
minim nie both the Euryprosopic and Leptoprosopic clemen's ate strengly 
amisan wpe order 2636 percent and. 2727 pet ecatespestively. The Hyper” 
Picyerowopie and. Hyperepcoprovopic clemests are low, The mean, total Hea 
SONF Rs foot en. the, maxioum being 12S cm. and the minimum being 
Feat is tkuarygomatic, breadih is 12982005em. th: maxinum being 
TSem. and the minimum 1 em 
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it, Finger prints—Tbe following analysis is based on 1,00 ager prints of 100 
& adult mate'Soaras 


Table 1 
Prequeney of finger prints patterns 


Digit Mend Whoo! 


R270 7200 


enw 
VL 3000 70-00 + 7000 
R+L 2850 710) » 700 00 
ARYL ADSI SL93 a $404 an 
igi 


From the above table itis clear 
that the finger prints show unlike, The Trequeny of ulnar loose ip 
frequencies on the different digits digits THT & V ranging trom 
when combined: Ow digits Lil and 62'per ‘cont to 70 per cont ean 
IV whorls are more frequent, the 


lively, “The frequencies onthe 
« frequency ranging from 67 per cent digits 1,1 and IV are 54:0 por one 


digit LV 0 45 per cont in digit tt 
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‘Mt per com 52 percent, respec: other digit and arches are also 
iy “The radial loops show the common on the same ditt 
maximum frequency on digit I 
{7 per ent) and show sharp redue 
tion on the digits 1, I and 1, 1b 
ja tobe seen that there wer 
radial loops on the digit V. The 
farehes show greatest frequeney om 
‘igit 11 (10%) and less frequencies 
fon the other digits, On the whole 
the whorls are seen on bot right 
fand left hands whereas ulnar Toops 
fare more common in the right hand 
fn digits 111 and V, It is interest- perm intensity index, Arch/Whort 
ing to note that radial loops afe index of Dankmeijer and whoriloop 
‘more on Toft hand digit Ht than any index of Furuhata. 


Sarkar (1954) proposed that an 
approximate whorl of 
{0:40 is probably a character 
the Veddids of Austratotd. ‘This is 
confirmed by the finger print data 
ofthe Australian  sborigine 
{Cummins and Setzter, 1951), ‘The 
Saoras show mean ratio (42°61 per 
‘ent. 5103 per eent) approximately 
inthe present study. 


‘The following table show | the 


‘Table 


Pattern 
frequencies of Pattern typesin percent intensity Index D.I. Ft 


Whol = UL, RL, Ach 
—_——oh ee 1491 eT 7866 
asi sts HD 


“Th paten into Index i 1491, which bears reemblence with Stbare 
(1407) and Juang (1406) worked by Sarkar. 


Fingerprints of Orisan aboriginls (angers combined) 


‘Table MIL 


Tribe Whorls Loops Arches 


Percent Percent Percent 


‘Soang (Male) a0 5664361406395 TH 
(pam) SUERTE KTS 900 OTH 


sarkar— 
kar. — “eid 
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Ingivs 
Tribe Whoris Loops Arches ——— 
1 
Sabara( Male) 28 5599 681407 3.96 9912 
(Female) <2 2072 GMM 78G— G3. TBD 366T 
Khond (Male) 4197528951 1842 7952 
SSitkar 
Ktond Oday). 2908526 $6295 4H 237 
0) 
Juang Male) *. 50S IL 01802 201 0593 
ve SL SHON gn TD 186 


(11) Palmar prints—The follow: 
lng analysis is ase on the 200 
paler ‘confgurntions of adlt 
male Saoras. 


The following table show the 


frequency of the three main line 
formulae as in the right and left 
hhands of the Saoras, 


Table 1 
Fragnency of the three typical formal in percent 


Formulae Right Left Mean 

Per cent Per coat Per cent 
11,9,7 iy 800 3000 4400 
915 a 2300 3700 3000 
155 % 1900 3300 2600 


‘Erom the above table it isclear that 11, 9, 7—more comaioa (oocurtig i 
4400 percent) in the right baod than the left eerie) 


‘The formulae 9,7, Sand 7,5, $ 


‘are occurring in 30 per cxat and 25 percent respectively tad are comusen fa che 


Toft band. 
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Teble 1 
Frequencies of the'types of palmar configurations 


Hypotten 
‘Thenar/Inter digi x0 
Aer digital It 400 
Inter digital 111 6800 38-00 
Tator distal 1V + 4400 620) 


‘The Saoras show a large pxeentage of pitteras in inter digital 11K (63 
per cont) duc to the high tneideaco of the main line formulae fl 9, 710 
any cases, 

‘The following table shows the 0.0.D., O.L:D. of the combination 
frequencies of the pattern formulae of the three inter digitals HII, and 
OL, O10, Q00,, 0.10, 0404 IV, 


Formulue 
Percent Percent Por cent 
0.0L M00 2000 100 
0.1.0. 700 400 1930 
Qoo « ve ‘ 
Osho. 2300 3100 2700 
od. 200 800 500 
0.0.7, 4 1M0 1100 1100 
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From the above table it is clear 
that the combination formulae 0.1.0. 
‘occurs in many cases (especially in 
the left hand) in 27-00 and 0.0.1. 
and O.L.O, formulae oceur in 17 
per cent and 15 per cent respe 


tively. The remaining combinations 
show insignificant percentages, 
‘Axial Trivadios: 

‘The following table shows the 
positions of the axial triradius as 
‘observed in the Saoras, 


Table lv 
Position of the axial triradius 
Awl triradios Poigewactatl 
Ripe Leh 
‘ n % 163 
# ” & 3 8 
e ey se 2 
o is _ 1 B 
ee iy o 3 


Among the Saoras the axial 
Uriradius is seen more oF tess equally 
fon both right and left hands in the 
position oft (carpal axial triads). 
It oceurs in 5 eases in right hand 
tnd jm 3 eases in left hand in the 
position of f° (middle axial 
Iriradius). In 13 eases of the righ 
hhand and in 10 eases "of the lef 
hhand is occurs in the position of 
(carpal triradius with central 
triradius). a only $ cases in the 
right and it oceurs in the position 
We" (carpal axial triradius with 
‘central tiadius). 


‘Summary 


From the analysi of the Anth 
pometric data and  somatoscopie 
observations, it was observed that 
Iajority of the people are short 
statured (53%) with light brown to 
medium brown skins. ‘The halt on 
the head is, eymotrichous (wavy) 
in most of the eases; and they show 
slight growth of hair on the beard 
and moustache. ‘There is 0 
epicanthie fold of the eye present 
among these people and the eye 
silts look straight. The head forra 
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shows dolicocephaty in most of the tribes like Khond, Juang, Munda, 
eases (O4-54%) with a sporadic ele, who are of | proto-Australoid 
‘occurrence of mesocephals. The ethnic stock. 

hhead vault is high and majority of 


them are hypsicephalle (7818%). References 
The physlognomy of the face is, 
that, most of them are having Cummins H. and C, Midlo (1948): 


‘medium to narrow type of faces Finger Prints, Palms and Soles An 
{mesoprosopictoleptorosipic) with Introduction to Dermatoglyphics 
julting ‘malars, The noses are Philadelphia. 

mesorrine to platyrrhine in type 


with steaight to concave profits. Rao, P. D, Prusada (1050): The 
‘The bulk of the people exhibit Dermatoglyphies of the Khonds of + 
‘medium lips with no eversion, ‘Araku Valley (Visakhapatnam Dist-* 


ret, Andhra Pradesh). 
From the analysis of the finger 

‘and palmar prints dats of these Proceedings ofthe 6th Indian» 
people, it shows that whorls are Science Congress, Delhi. 

Seen both in the right and left 

hhands where as ulnar loops are Rao, P.D. Prasada (1964): Anthro 

‘more common in the righthand pometric and Dermatoglyphic study 

igits II and V. The Pattern of the Juangs in Orissa, In 
Intensity index is 14-91. The main. 

fine formulae 11.9.7—is more _Anthropologiea, vol. VI, N.S. 

‘common among these people. Thus No.2, pp.223-234. Sarkar, 8. S.- 

in _many respects the Soarss (1954): The Aboriginal Races of 

resemble more with other Orissan India, Caleuta. 
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KL, BHOWMIK SEX INITIATION IN A 
DULE BAURI VILLAGE 
To secure the most important separate thak (grade) for 
drives like food, sex shelter and themselves. According “tothe 
ocinl security is attempted by survey made by the present writer 
ach and every Dule Bauri indivi- in 1004-06 it is found thot in 
dual, which ‘is motivated by a Dhalblium there are 28, 760" Due 
strong desire for sustaining mate- — Baurls living in. 200 villages, te 
ial and ethieal existence of indi- most of these villages they live tn 
vidual being and for strengthening assoetation with ther easton aud 
their community life. A study of communities. only in 12 
all the socio-cultural elements of vitlages they live by themselver 
the ule Bauri community tis The village Jagatdeull js represe 
oneludes that the sex factor plays ted here ay one of such illag 
‘dominant role in the affairs rela: where the Dule Baur live ules 
ted 10 the supply of food, the 
constitution of shelter, and the The village Jagutdeull is located 
Provision of social " security, im the aren of Indupur” police. 
Therefore, an attempt is here station, “Bankura district, West 
‘made at’ studying the aspects Bengal, A jeepabte unmetalled row, 
elated to sex initiation as found being ‘branched out from. the 
na Dule Bousi village. Bankura-Khatra main road and 
then passing through the village 
‘The Dule Bauris cot an Bheduasol has nally conneeted it 


‘of This village Jagat 
by 20 Dule Bat feat 
total population of 154” souls of 


endogamous hak — (grade) 
the Bauris in West Be 
claim that thelr ancestors 


to Dhalbhum of Bankura district whieh 82 aro males and 72 are 
from their supposed home in females, ‘They were traditionally 
Manbhum of Purulia district and owner cultivators, but their pos 


‘became ultimately subjugated tion in the present tenure. system 
lunder the socioitual authority of has made them’ mostly. share 
the Dhabal Raja. ‘Theneeforth, croppers and ~-contract-Iabourets, 
they developed certain cultural Moreover, they are regarded ay 
dlissimilarities which, in course of gantouchables who are devoid of 
time, helped in differentiating “certain social as well as commu. 
themselves from the other Bauris nity privileges and are provided 
living elsewhere and in eostituting with a number of 
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‘The Dule Bausi young people, act only from peeping through the 
boys as well as iss, grow up tree Kulcha wall of the Dule Bauri hut 
and unrestrained. There Is 0 


formal initiation into sexual. ite. ‘On festive occasions a_ general 
Inmether sex they praetise any laxity in their _sex-behaviour | 
see ate deformation. of genital becomes more marked, As for 
Crguns, The sexual consciousness example, during the return journey 
seeing the Dule Baur chikiren is from a fas fair in the evening i 
Jeveleped very early. ‘They get 18 very common for a Dule Bauri 
his kuowledge from the talks and child” to -absceve the pairs in 
vette at their parents and other tatimagey, and to find them in doing 


hear relatives who speak freely and $0 


hing Were and there freely 


nage ration ma Cel ak Eo openly, Mowsover thelr 
role openly of eh ng een Stony ein silage ng ano * 
art ate accommodation income across such scenes, Mostly 
of aun Na tat dak Im th evening tnd me 

provaag wpa ba for nr new even (2 deyaina Ris ast 
cow ude the Due, Baus 9 Gum Tor Dal Baur ed 

a uation hes at tinge a ato by the ie ot 
Ca aa inert arbor pari tn 
ea A thes ae the, wien the toca lot) 
citron eer gets nde et crt pond, Thr weconlose 
nek A A aa et Se ako developed. tom the 

nl eielo every epuer inert of snl eopulaig 

my of wach he etal ws te igen we a 

in the umm eae thee ed they safle 
Baul egy oa et coplating asian and rely 
under the en cd maes—dacuse the ‘ate among theme 
nig he Bale Bru child make rere pan ere 
Oe ey cnmuly tetas onl te 

ea am igen grown-up oye ave, que ster 

thelr astonihc tectum nar deopseadng erent modes 

fad the smorou oat betwen copulate! Amo 
Ted 8 END at She salman ke cow, ule DE, 6 
A carn in shep, got foe ' 
Ce op ezan mely, how 

quent of seal mort Myer the Dale nue ilies ale 

a general ck Men tag ot pk up sxamowledg from 

cuts ake he cpeaay et eons th whom Cy share 

thle ck geal rer; pomesort ook elation 

tha toa of betes ee Suck he ike "ena 

soa wheneret tn ines ace gransnother, bots ' 
de nat aca eae Sr mand often make jokes 
ing a secu mate Te eke lt aman eaes del 

Baar commits | Memo ted, impart eeciknowlege totem 
ye eeu tough “cnverstlon and ore 

op the acto oF ee aings Benen he tes 


Ehildren note the details of their collect sex-information from their 
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folk-songs and folk-tales. Some of 
the folksongs like jhumur, tas 
and bhadu directly refer sex- 
affairs, Moreover. the ae tion 
‘organised in jatra (opera) and in 
Khemta (x kind of dance) provide 
them with good deal of sex- 
knowledge, Seandals in society 
tare openly discussed, which help 
in irritating their _sex-knowledge. 
Also, certain observances made is 
connection with a marriage cere 
‘mony and certain aetions perform 
ed in giving a birth of = child 
do not attempt to conceal anything 
from the children, whieh in eases 
help to develop their sex-queries 


‘The Dule Bauri children sequire 
the sexcexperience in their early 
life, From personal interviews 
twken with the informants of 
different age grades it is evident 
that in most eases the first exper: 
fence of sexual set of the young 
people of either sex is received 
from the married. people. Usually 
old and unattractive people, 
fand the widowslwidowers take the 
fend in such affairs. After theie 
fest sex-experience with the elderly 
people, they come 0 thelr own, 
feneration, In most eases they: 
start the “affair playfully. Tt is 
seen that their parents overlook 
‘such games of bar-bau  Khela 
(liusband.wife play}. the acting of 
macbaba—(mother-father) and 
sasur-snaur... (father e-law and 
rmother-inlaw) in palul-bia Rhea 
(doll-marriage play), the role per 
formance of busband and. wife 
‘ghar-bari Rhea (family play). and 
even thakur-puja Khela (priest 
worship play) where the children 
lo, apart from other acts, the 
‘sexual act also. In the latter game 
1 boy plass the role of Brahmin 
find a gil the role of a Dule Bours 


‘woman while others stand aside as 
Visiting Dule Bauri children. In as 
Well as outside such games itis not 
lumusual to go against the rule of 
incest without the fear of any social 
consequence. 


When they are a litte grown-up, 
they lose some of their freedom and 
leisure. The boys take up the pro- 
fession of bagali (eatte-tending) 
and become apprentices in theit 

ther’s profession. The girls, 01 
the other hand, afford their assis 

ners to their mothers, Thus, they 
set their entry in the economic life 
‘of the society, In this stage they 
also carn their aifiliations in socio 
Political We of the community. 
‘They are no more children but are 
recognised as boys and girs, Pre 
siously. they have no bar in. part 


cipating in any rites organised by 
any sex. But now they ean only 
Participate in rites organised by 


their own sex. AL this stage the 
3. dve to thelr close association 

ve women-folk, gradually 
acquire the knowledge of menstrua 
natn the beliefs and trations 
with it. They believe 

w fest menstruation in « girl 
fs caused by the introduction of the 
‘mate genital organ into the female 
fone. “It soes not happen int any 
other way. save and except the 
same is done by a malespieit in 
sleep. Now itis very improper for 
fist to have the ex 

Perience of frst menstruation before 
she is duly married to # Dule aunt 


up unmarried girls, being furnished 
‘ith this knowledge und tradition, 
always avoid the members of the 
‘opposite sex 


For various reasons the Dule 
Bauri boys do not find it easier to 
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establish sexual connections with 
those girls of their own generation. 
From # consideration of their 
prestige they cannot easily 
Approach the girls of younger 
fenerations too, who are less 
restricted and enjoy more freedom. 
‘And, there is another consideration 
xy fall to approach those 
iirls playfully as the litte 
hoys often do. In practice, the 
litle girls do strongly resist them 
tun sometimes make scences which 
attract the attention af the eldecly 
people who certainly rebuke and 
threaten the boys. Asa result of 
all these, the boys become isolated 
ut they have begun to aequire sex 
knowledge from their very, early 
life and have already reeefved a 
few primary experiences. More 
cover, their biology at this stage 
je actual sex gralification 
‘which is denied by the social strc: 
tures imposed upon them. Thie 
situation, in which their growing 
sexual desires do not find 2 way 
channelisation, leads them to 
homosexual practices. which they 
adopt more freely and do more 
frequently In such isolated grazing 
fields. In cases itis also not uo 
known to gratify their sexual 
desires with domesticated snimals 
like cow, buffalo, goat ete. Durit 
{his part of life they de 
rong attachment for the won 
‘They watch the women in actions 
and also in sleep, which help them 
Jn doing their homosexual seth 

‘nd in causing night pollution. In 
dalition to all these indirect affairs 
it has been reported that some of 
‘them establish a direct sex relation 
with the women aged, deserted or 
perverted. 


Menstruation, i.e the flow of 
‘blood from the ulerine mucose of a 
woman in a eyelic order is locally 
Known as pall. In their mode of 
ing and material existence the 
ule Bauris expressly show all the 
‘characteristics of an agricultural 

‘Whatever area of land 
they may old they are the tillers 
fof soil and depend wholly or mainly 
‘on the harvest of paddy erop.. ‘They 
employ the: most of their time, 
raeray and intelligentia in the 
affairs of raising erops. In conse- 
quence of this they have not 
‘only acquired more anc more prac: 
tical knowledges of these alfairs or 


have attained adequate skill and 
experience in the trade but have 
also developed a greater tie with 


this particular “mode of living 
Whenever they need an explanation 
‘of any affairs of their socio-cultural 
life they stretch their hands to the 


plsining menstruation they 
smoothly clevate their agricultural 
knowledges and conceptions to such 
fan extent that they nicely imagine 
fand symbolise the woman as a plot 
‘onder cultivation. A plot being wet 


tHrongh the action of rainfall be: 
comes eultivable. And, one at this 
stage of development can plough 
fand sow seeds If he wants 0 alse 
‘crop, Tn their way of symbolisn- 
tow they equate menstruation with 
rainfall, the male organ with the 
plough, and semen with the seeds, 
Further. they explain that the rain 
water comes from the heaven 
(owarga) and helps to wet the geni 
tal organ of the mother earth 
(Parvati) and then passes to the 
ottom (patal). Accordingly, they 
equate the plough:share with the 
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genital organ of the god Siva 
(Sioa-tinga), and the corn with the 
Goddess Lasmi. 


In the Dale Bauri community 2 
irl and a woman have two differ 
‘ent entities. They say that a girl 
attains the womanhood with her 
first experience of - menstruation. 
Before her attainment of | woman- 
hhood she Is in no ease allowed to 
prepare or even to toueh the food. 
stuffs which ean he offered to any 
of their deities, is not permitted to 
participate direely in “any ritual 
‘organised by the women:-folk 
‘though she may join them and 
‘observe their doings, is not entitled 
to participate in agricultural oper 
tions like uprooting paddy seedlings 
from nursery be 

same in the plots under transpla 
tation, and is not allowed to prac: 
tise the tossing method of winnow- 
ling nnd to paddle the husking 
lever though she may assist the 
‘operation by siting om the left side 
Of the head of the lever, 


In the Bauri society it ie 
Delieved that the fest flow of the 
‘menstrual blood in a girl comes as 
fund when she establishes» the 
‘sexual contact with a male, Tn 
former times, due to thelr penetice 
of early martiage (the average age 
fof the bride was eight years) the 
‘id not find anything against their 
belief. But now the age at 
‘marriage has become considerably 
Inereased. As a role, in the period 
of 11 to 18 years the Dule Bauri 
Aint experiences her frst menstrua 
tion, On the other hand, it is not 
very uncommon today to find. a 
Dale Bauri bride of 15 0 16 years 
of nge. ‘Therefore. itis logical that 
in her, maidenhood a’ Disle Bauri 
irl may have the experience of 


hher first menstruation, However, 
it is very improper on her part 
because a Dule Bauri  ginl is 
always excepted to remain a virgin 
All she is married. In such an inet 
dence neither the girl nor her 
Parents admit the possibility of 
‘human being behind it but the 
whole responsibility is laid down 
fon the shoulders of an unseen 
spirit. If that unmarried girl docs 
‘hot become pregnant in due course 
of time, the neighbours do also 
‘agree with the spirit theory. If 
the pregnaney is developed, the 
sins family is to deliver the name 
ff the person concerned, Ifthe 
irl oF the gir’s family fails to 
dive a name to the village Pancha 
Yat, the family: will have to pay 
hheavy fine and will have to find 
‘out a groom before she gives birth 
to a child. If the person respon: 
sible is found, the village Pancha 
Yat applies some pressure on both 
‘the families to arrange the 
marriage and to pay the fine. In 
neither case the proper marriage 
(bia) ceremony can Be conducted. 
In such case a sanga (remarriage) 
‘ceremony is observed, but the 
Parents of the jiel donot receive 
the benefit of sanga, Le, the higher 
amount of bride.price. “Thisnion 
is socially less favoured, There 
fore if it happens that a giel in her 
Iaidenhood experiences her fist 
‘menstruation snd does not become 
pregnant, she and her family keep 
the fact under covering. After 
wards a marriage is negotiated and 
the actual marriage ceremony is 
‘observed. The girl in that case 
makes a show and reports accor 
ingly to her mother-in-law the first 
‘mensturation after marriage as the 
first menstruation of her woman: 
hood. 
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‘The marriage of a boy before 
attaining his manhood with a girl 
before attaining her womanhood 
i ill a preferred social practice 
At this stage of heir development 


Doth of them fail to adjust im their 
newly married life and to gratify 
their sexual desis, The girl is 


too young to endure the bearings 
‘of stich an awful experience an 
‘the always tries to avo Ber hi 
band, However, she does not fad 
complete escape Ieeause of 
Srictures formulated in their 
marriage ceremony. It is custo 
mary that after the ceremony 
the eighth day (astamangata) the 
pair returns to the house of the 
fgroom and there they reside for a 
‘month, 


On the first night after coming 
back from astamangata. it is 
ritually prescribed that the 
Thusband should attend his wie. 
which has heen so far tabued for 
oth of | them. 

neighbouring 
there and stay til they hear the 
‘weeping voice of the bride. Then 
it is considered that ritually: the 
marriage ecremony is concluded 
‘Now let us have two sample narra: 
tions, One of my old informants 
Aescribes, "Twas of twelve and 
she was of eight years old, 1 aid 
Iirendy gather some knowledge 
fand experience, and above all on 
that day T got all the detailed ins 
Anietions from my sister's husband. 
Nt night T scent in and closed: the 
door. She was standing in one 
feamer of the room with a posture 
feommon to a frightened anima. 
First T tried to talk with her. She 
id) not respond. Twas then 
tempted not by sexual desires ba 
by emotional curiosity. 1 brought 
hher to my bed and attend her as = 


Inusband, To each and every net 
she made her full resistence, and 1 
‘applied more and more physical 
force to win over her. At Inst 
being tired of it T turned to sleep 
while she continued her weeping.” 
‘One of my female informants des 
ceribes, "Just after the even 
‘elder brother's wife of my husband 
fand other women brought me in a 
‘oom and. left me there alone, 
During my childhood 1 gathered 
‘some experiences playfully and on 
the day of marriage T received all, 
possible information and necessary 
Instructions from my brother's 
‘wile. Still T felt mygelf quite hep: 
Tess in that room and became very 
much frightened. After a Tit 
‘hile, my husband was sent in. 
He closed the door and told me to 
take sit. Without making any 
reply I shifted my position to one 
comer of the room, Within the 
room he moved this way and that 
‘way, and finally putting the Tight 
‘fT he took me on the bed. Twas 
‘So badly treated that at last I could 
not find anything better but to ery 
in a shrill voice. Ultimately the 
sleep took my pains away, In the 
‘carly. morning Twas reecived by 
his elder brother's wife who took 
ime to a bundh (water-reservoit) 
After the bathing is completed she 
Drought some ereepers and 
instructed me 10 paint the extract 
fof these ereopers along the walls 
1 my private, as the rapture of it 
wad already caused! some injury 
According to. cuir tradition from 
that dag onward Thad to live with 
Fim complete month. In that 
‘month I was everyday advised and 
even sometimes foreed by her 
Female relatives like brother's wife. 
sister and even mother to go and 
to sleep with him. In fact, 1 had 
tio other wax to avoid the dit 
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tions of my in-laws, AL last the 
month ended and I returned to my 
parents) house. Lived there fur 
‘complete year when my husband 
paid several visits but I never slept 
with him, When the year ended 
Tame to my husband's. house, 
his time the things with iio we 
salt.” 


It is always exp the 
igiel should have her exp of 
first menstruation in the house of 
hher husband, Tf it happens i the 
house of her parents, her father 
‘has to make all posible efforts to 
eam the favotr of all the village 
deities and to arrange a soci 
feast where at least Lineage tem: 
bets, officials of the Gras 

chayat (village-couneil) and rela 
tions of her husband are to. be 
invited, To arrange this kind of 
social feast and to make offerings 
lo all the village deities are also 
‘observed in the house of her bus 
band when she fally returns 
there. The period of situal pollu 
tion on the part of a menstrucus 
‘woman is considered for three 
days. On the fourth day before 
he sun rises she takes her bath 
and anoints her body with an oll 
turmeric past. weeforth, she 
Deeomes ritually clean, She wouts 
now sari (female garment) which 
Is not to be purchased from the 
dealers in the market but from a 
Yocal weaver ayainst « payient of 
Daddy, She then prepares the 
‘lai (otfering) consisting of suaned 
rice, and a rupee-coin, incense, 
fruity and a mew dhuti (male 
urmeni). She, being. accompant 
ed by other women of her caste, 
goos to the house of a Bangali 
Brahmin and offers the dalé to the 
Housewife who sprinkles some 
Gangetic. water over her head. 


When the eyele starts on thursday 
for Saturday, her father-in-law. (oF 
her father When she lives in hor 
Family of orientation) makes the 
provision of ghee (clarified butter) 
‘and a dali consisting of the former 
utiles excepting the elothy After 
receiving all these a Bengali 
Frahmin snerinees the larified 
butter in fire and pray’ the bless 
Ings of god for that Dule Bauri 
ly, AIL these are observed in 
fof first: mensteuation only. 
nother point. Ifthe 
first menstruation Is experienced 
before marriage and if itis not 
kept under covering they are to 
follow certain additional obser. 
vances too. In that ease they are 
fo invite all the members of a 
eastesholoans, and in respect 0 
olfering dafé to a Bengali Brabmin 
family the number becomes in- 
creased from one to three, 


Tn any menstruation afterwards 
she is also to observe a period of 
ritual pollution for consecutive 
three days. On the fourth day 
before the sun rises she takes 
Drath and anoints her person with 
fan oiturmerie paste.” She then 
Hitually ecomes clean, Inthe 
Period of these three days she is 
to observe the following taboos nnd 
prescriptions : The entry into 
kitchen as well ay store:toom iy 
fabued. She is not 18 sleep in a bed 
with her husband and is) not to 
tase any cot for her sleeping. She 
Is to make w bed of dry. paddy 
stalks on the floor where sh 

insolation, She 
the person of any: male and is not 
allowed to touch any object “used 
by a member of the male-fol, 
She is not allowed 10 serve any: 
thing to any ma, and i iy highly 
improper to take even a glass of 


32 ADIBASE 


water from her hand, During 
these three days she ean take her 
bath and ean anoint her body with 

i oll, but in no case she Ts 
fllowed to nourish her hair on 
hhead with oil, She is not to go, 
anywhere outside the boundary of 
the village and should not go to a 
tank alone in the evening. In her 
period she is tabued from part 
Cipating in any situal oF eeremony 


that the Dale 
begin to acquire 
novedge duving the period of 
Deir childhood, They collect 
these information from the talks 


and actions of their own people 
‘and neighours, and also from cere 
‘monial observances and birth rites 
Very little seerecy is maintained to 
cconeeal anything from the children, 
Tes seen that they earn their sex- 
‘experience also earlier, This 
feomes to them through hi 

fumes and as a grace from the 
perverted population. Their cons 
opt of menstruation and practice 
fof early marriage ead them to a 
situation where they fail to d 

lop a healthy sex relation in the 
Dinning, ‘This ultimately marks 
1 stronger negative impression on 
their growing thought-process, 


3. SWAIN 


( ‘The Kondhs are numerically the 
+ largest Scheduled ‘Tribe in the 
State of Orissa who were once 

notorious for Meriah (human) 

snerifce. ‘They number 818,847 

according to the Census of 1961 

The Kondhs are divided into 

several sub-tribes, Though they 

fare distributed in all the districts 
thelr main concentration is in Phi: 
bani, Ganjam, Koraput, Kalahandi, 

Sambalpur and Bolangir. They 

worship the whole year a number 

t of Gods and Goddesses to gain 

‘some material or social advantages, 

Here is deseribed their pantheon, 

covtelation of major and minor 

deities, role of religious function 
fries and common man and the 
social signifleance of these religious 
rites on the basis af the observ 

tion in the village Kanjamendi in 

Phoutbani distri 


tis indeed dificult to enlist the 
‘mumerous names of the Kondh 
+ Gods and Goddesses presiding over 
the fleld, forest, village and home 

‘The Kondhs believe that the var 

} ‘ous deities can be appeased 
through rituals like prayer. offer 
Ings, sacrifices and feasts accompa: 
nied by singing and — drinking 
Although the way of approach for 
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Dehaviour of super empirical spp: 
roach varies from community to 
community the goal is same, i, to 
control the supernatural powers, 
They worship eighty-four deities at 
the time of sowing, harvesting and 
‘other ceremonial occasions. But 
their Chief or High deity is ‘Dar 
the Tadapenu. Long ago Human 
suerifice was practised by Kondhs 
and the blood was offered to 
“Burapenw’, The 
‘was to pro 
vide a magical fertiliser for the soil 
to secure a plentiful harvest, "The 
main three purposes of Human 
sacrifice were (1) to enhance the 


fertility of the soll, (2) to secure 
firm foundation of « building and 
(3) to secure good water supply 
from a well or pond”*, The 


Meriah sacrifice of the -Kondh 
bbeeame so notorious that General 
Campbell and Captain Mac Pherson 
hhad to take special pains to stamp 
‘tout during British rule. 


Now-adays Kondh _paretise 
Dulfalo sacrifice instead of “hamae 
sacrifice which is called as. “Kedu', 
But Kudutuli and Nuagaon Mutha 
fof Phalbani distriet where I studied 
their custom is exception in. this 
respect. ‘Kedu’ festivial is observ- 
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‘ed in the months of March and the village Kanjamendi. The 
Sprit in order to. worship their worshipper of Darani must be 
Mueestral deity “‘Dumadahani. It a Kondh or an Oriya, ‘There 
{nothing but secondary mortuary are fifteen rahas (streets) and 
tual, This festival is celebrated twenty-two “Daranis’ in that 
for seven days having different village. 
rites om different days. On this 
‘occasion buffalo and pig meat, egss Generally, ‘Darani’ is established 
find wine, ele, are offered to according to Raha, Even people 
‘Darani' in communal basis. They of same “Gasi' (Lineage) canta: 
helieve that the soul will horn in blish a ‘Darani’ if they are living 
fan other form in the upper world ‘separate ‘raha’, Apart from 
For some years, the dead persons that different ‘Gasi’ people esta: 
Fomain as “Duta” of ghost, Bot blish different Daranis' thou 
after that they are treated as they remain in the same Raha. 
fineestral deity. Kondhs have an "Darani’ can be established in the 
Idea that by offering bu‘falo meat month of Chaitra, ie, March and 
to'their, "Dumadahani” and its April, just before the ‘Kedu’ fest 
‘blood to ‘Darani’ the earth goddess, val. "The “Gas” people will sit to: 
they would not face any ealamity gether and select a faithful man to 
find their land will yield. more. Keep "Darani’ in his varandah. 
‘The Kondh word for god is "Penu™ 
Irrespective of sex. They locate On the appointed day the tlamba 
their gods in the village, sky earth comes and brings stone. He 
Gnd under world, But under the usually wears a purifled cloth and 
Hindu influence these beliefs are observes fasting to preform the 
changing. Puja. He establishes “Darani’ and 
‘worships with some rice to four 
‘Kondhs believe that a supreme goddesses, namely, ‘Tadapenu, 
goddess roles over all the god, ie. “Daranipenu’, —Burapenu, and 
‘Durant the symbol of which con- — Srambuli, “Dimbuli. On that day 
Gatsof astone. Pigand fowl are the Gash people have to sacrifice a 
nerifeed before "Darani’ slong pig or fowl before "Darani’. The 
‘with the frst fruits (Raw rice, nua; Tlamba Keeps the lever and blond 
What materials like ‘Kanda’ and on "Darani’. All the male asi 
Numba (Mang) Salap (Wine) and members contribute some rice and 
Ruurof rice are offered to the participate in the feast. The 
deity) ‘women are not allowed to take th 
meat which was offered to "Darani 
‘The Kondhs believe that ‘Darani’ ‘The people also offer rice, pig, 
in the crestor of the whole Uni- wine and egg to. ‘Darani' while 
None ‘Inveach and every Kondh they establish "Darani’ newly, 
aha (street) and Oriya raha there 
re Mparan, ‘The worshipper of They worship Darani in order to 
‘Darani'ts known ss tamba, the he saved from the wild animals like 
priest. Generally ‘Darani’is placed tiger and bear aswell as for the 
Just below the varandha or on the betterment of Uh e ir domestic 
Mivandah. ‘There are four "Darani’ animals. They also worship in 
lnmbes,and two ‘Kedu tlambas’ ia other oceasions such as in death 
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rituals, in Ke dw festivals, in 
‘Sadrangi’ and in “Maranglaka’. 
Except these they also worship 
‘Darani’ Ifa lady saw "Darant 
during her menstruation period 
While worshipping "Darani’ the 
Uamba wears a good cloth and 
‘observes fasting till he finishes the 
Puja At the time of sacrifice he 
keeps there ‘Siali” leaves near 
‘Darant’, ‘Then he keeps the rice 
fom it, After that he kills the pig 
‘or fowl andhadds blood on that rice 
tultering some mantras ia Kui 
language for different purposes, 
From the above facts we ean con- 
clude that "Darani’ is the centre 
of Konth social organization 
Because ‘Darani’ is worshipped in 
‘each festival and in their social life 
like marriage, birth and death 
in which all the Gari members unite 
wether and. arrange feast. 
oF "Tdapenu’ 
among the 
She has six sis 
“Burapenu’."Badipenw™ 
“Dimbuli’, Srambull, "Kokali, ant 
"Wekal and they are for different 
purposes. In any sort of festivals 
or rituals they are worshipped with 
blood and meat of leaver portion 
Apart from this ‘Darani’ i wor 
shipped in several occasions tke 
“Bude”, "Kedw', ‘Marangi’, ete 
‘The Kondhs believe that “Darani” 
the earth Goddess presides over all 
the minor deities and stands ax 
surety and security in their lives, 
‘They are very particular to worship 
“"Darani' on all occasions while 
worshipping the other deities. 
Forest God (Luhapenu) : 
is_worshipped by a 
lamba” at an interval of 
7 years. In this festival villagers 
of Kanjamendi, Rajagara, Jurukw. 
pada, Dedimahe, Dimisingis, 


suds, Dudi-Pakia, Dagan, Lanju 
rama, Mundargaon, Jamba, Kudu 
tli, join. AS the ‘Uamba’ carries 
fan iron rod symbolising the god 
with him while going to perform 
the puja, the ‘name of god is 
“Lahapenu’, This puja is eclebra 
ted in the month of Baisakha 
(April and May) with « goat sacri 
fice and done in anticipation of 
safety from natural calamities, 


Previously, the "Dlamba’ and his 
‘wile were remaining there for 7 
lays but now they are giving 7 elay 
day to that bill andl 
worship. All the villa 
{gers gather there and dance merrily 
singing songs and beating drw 
AU first. the villagers of Kanja- 
‘mend settle a day and then other 
villagers are informed. This puja 
fs observed at intervals when 
“Luhapenw® attacks any body. 


alngod (Sashipen) 


Kondhs worship ‘Sashipenu’ in 
der to get showers they required 
‘This deity is established by tribals 
but worshipped by an Oriya from 
which the name is derived 
Oriya, Penu-God). They worship 
‘Sal tree as the symbol of 'Sashi 
emu’ in every 7 years through a 
Special lamba 


‘Fountain God (Sirupenn) 


‘The folowing fountains they 
orship at the time of Ked fest 
‘abajirichua’, ‘Sis 
clwa’ and "Bagal banda” chu’, 
They worship this fountain god 
with an egg inorder to get pure 
water and to console the fount 
god. throughout the whole year 
Besides this, they also worship in 
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certain death rituals like ‘Aras sacrificed along with rice and wine 

Puja (A man when killed by tiger) im the month of May and June in 

and. in other ceremonies like order to be saved from dangers 

marriage. (Old clay vessels of the kitchen are 
‘changed and the Kondhs add new 

Field God (Gamberupens or Pat- vessels to their kitchen. 

‘Kuanda Devata) 


‘This festival is celebrated in the 
month of Chaitra. The ,Darani 
lambs performs this puja as = 
puritan, “Every year the Tlamba 
‘worships with some Arua rice and 
fan egg. Except this if a person 
‘ulfers due to "Gamberu peu’ thes 
fine goat or fowl is sacrificed, 
Previously, this God was in 
thatehed cottage but now no suet 
house is there, 1 was told by my 
informants that many people are 
‘cured by propitiating this deity 


Budelipenu—This deity is wor- 
shipped in the month of Margsir 
[November-December) by the 
"Darani lamba’. The G 
bers unite and worship before 
the paddy and other crops 
from the wet land. They perform 
"Budeli Puja’ to get good and suf 
if is sacrificed with 
fice, wine, ele. "THe deity is. re 
presented by a stone and is placed 
{man open feld under a jack tre. 


Nadigpenn—to the month of 
; “Kartik, they worship. "Nadiapen’ 
Cioombold Gade (Demetlent) the Hol of" Radh 

‘The Kondhs have a strong belie Rama, Siba, ete, 
tat Uke other gous and goddesses under the infence of Hindu tra 
the bouseld gins are very power” tion. Rice plantain and _coconita 

require offerings. ‘The are offered near the Tulsi temple 

the aneestoral god. of 
Konus who is sways associated Malevolent Deities: 
with numerous spirits who acts 
Tike agents and Keeps eye over the Burapenu—This god is always 
ogress and prospenty of the angry with the people. He destroys 
amily, members of each house. the crops. ‘The Darani tama 
During iiness the howe owner worshipa this deity, suerifcing fowl 
framediately performs the puja by and pig 
ein ce 


Kabapenu—'Kubsapenu’ — means 
Salapenu—The deity ik wor the drought God. He ix worshipped 
shipped in the month of Jaistha by once ina year hy the "Darani 
the family elder. Fowl is sacri lamba’ inorder to bring rain 
iced. ‘Salapenu’ is represented by Fowt is sacrifled. 

‘Lingatipend® whieh is the idols of 


yoke, bulfalo, man, snake, elephant. Aapenu—This deity causes 
Ge. "The deity brings different —small-pox and is worshipped far 
diseases to cattle way from the village. ‘The Kedit 


tlamba’s mother worships it by 
Siripen-—The Sivipenu_is the sacrificing fowl or goat before, this 
deity of kitchen room. Fowl is deity 
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Danda Penu~This god causes 
pain in the belly, headache and 
‘museular pains.” Fowl, rice and 
wine are offered to this god by 
a ‘Kutagatanju’ the shaman, 


Hadbai Penu—This god, destroys 
the whole dynasty if not properly 
ropitiated. It is symbolised by a 
copper paise and a silver rupee 
Goat and fowl are sacrificed before 
this god in order to please Him. 


Maulipenu—Mautipen is wor 
shipped by un Origa to save the 
family members. This type of 

is generuliy done at night 
eret by sacrificing fow 


Dy offering pig. fowl. eas, 
wine, Arua rice, Vermillion, hee, 
turmerie-powder and a new “clay 
vessel. The male 

either arrange a fesst with the 
serificed animal or throw it aw: 


the Hindus the Kondh 
funetionaries worship from their 


wn community in several occa 
sions, Their posts are hereditary. 
‘The Kondhs believe that by wor 


shipping benevolent deities there 
Will be peace. progress. and. peus: 
perity not only to the individual 
Dut also to the entire communi 

8 whole. They follow certain rites 
land rituals to appease the super 
natural force to avert evil spel, 
Persons given these special nature 
of duties are called fametionaries 
‘who enjoy high ranks in the socie. 
ty. They are of four kinds of such 
functionaries, viz, (1) tlamba (the 
worshipper) "the master of | ritual 
and go—hetween of man and god 


Shaman). (3) Kutagatali (lady 
shaman) who cures the epidemic 
diseases by enjoying the intimate 
relationship with Gods. 4, Budda 
(the oldest man of the family) who 
worships home deities, ‘There are 
3 categories of ‘tlambas" like 
‘Darani tlamba’ who worships 
‘Daran’, ‘Kedu Uamba’ who wor 
ships in “Kedu’ only and other 
‘Wambas’ who worship deities like 
Luhapenu, Sasipent, ete. All of 
them observe certain taboos 
throughout the year and als at 
the time of worshippi 


mw-avdays they are all supp 
lied with rice, wine, cloth and rupee 
‘according to their nature af per 
formance in various ceremonial 
‘occasions and rituals, 


1 all sorts of religions rites andl 
Fituals the concerned men conte: 
bute their amount and enjoy” that 
‘day by singing and dancing, Aoally 
the functionaries take part in 
cating and drinking 


Economy of a Kondh Festival + 


1 had an opportunity: of witnes 
sing the “Salangilaka’ of the Kondhs 
of Kanjamendi. The Kordhs. are 
divided into many groups. They 
are distinguished from each other 
in their customs, tradition, langus- 
‘es and practices, “Here the exact 
economic connotation of one of 
the ceremonies of the Kondhs is 
‘given below. Tt is needless to 
Point out that even inthe 
twentieth century their customs 
and traditions remained as usual 
Sometime their religion governs 
their economic life and is. the 
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‘eause of their misery and indebted 
ness, Some of them are converted 
in to Christianity leaving their 
‘and some of them are 
fon the way of Hinduisation. In 
Tact the Kondh religions is in flux 


traditions 


[observed the "Salangilaka” of 
Manjiri Malik and Getua Pradhan 
of village Kanjamendi, the economy 
ff which is mentioned below. Is 
Dpurpose is to be free from all sorts 
ff dangers. Fowl, wine and. eggs 
are offered and Budda the old man 
ff the family worships it 


} 
SL.) Name ofthe | Cost of Cost ofthe 
esl 


No. [bese eee | ee 
1 Saangi inka" Fow!2 Paddy, ice Salap Exgs2, Ry 1495 
uur fol docked wing Rev020_ 
Shits Manjure R100 cay vessel 
Malik wn 233 
2 vSalangl Laka owl 2 Paddy, roe Solap Egys 2 Rs, 1375 
Sat “Gotu wo00 ah coke wring Re 020 
Pradhan, +0 clay vessels 
ite 575 Se 750 
Satangliaka ¢ {hole cattle and the ancestors woul 
tot ease any disease when they 
is observed twice in a year, are properly proptinted, Another 


‘The oldest man of the family wor 
shipe it instead of a tlamba 
[Priest), They ehange thelr cook 
Ing, vessels. One fowl is oifered 
along with egg and wine near 
Salapents the God of the cowshed. 
‘worshipper observes. fasting 
he sacrificed meat is only takes 
by. the males but the Females ane 
tubowed,. Some people call their 
neage gasi members to partici 
pate in the feast, While worshipp: 
Ing they keep "Dara the idols of 
Dulfalo, horse, elephant, snake 
Yoke and a plough man. Fowl ey 
‘wine, Sialt leaves, Bdaha (Fruit) 
And raw rice are also requited 


Purpose—Their main purpose is 
that, no danger sill come to them 
the ‘wild animals would not attack 


fowl is sucrificed in the Kitehen to 
the aneestors and the meat is take 
by the females only, "This puja Is 
called "Takingalaka", On that day 
they are tabooed to do any sort of 
work, 


Social Significance + 


Bach of these Kondl deities, has 
got certain important social sign: 
Ficance for which these religious 
festivals and rituals are observed. 
The Kqudhs have a strong belief 
that the ancestral estate on whieh 
rice is grovn, the ploughing, sow 
fing. transplanting and harvesting 
ff the erop, the basket 

paddy is stored and the measures 
fused for measuring paddy all 
require ritual attention. I may be 


—— 
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recalled that the Kondh continues Hence it is seen practically that 
to take an interest im his family religion binds them together in 
alfairs even after his death on various festivals and rituals a5 't 
which the prosperity and happiness force of social” control in tamil, 
of the family and indirectly of the Gari, village and Mutha level. "I 
total society depenis. "At the time brief we cam onelue that inal 
ff avesting, they celebrate ages men have hoped that by" the 
"Buukipaja” which is followed by proper” performance. of religious 
4 collective sacrifice and dinner of Action of ebservances they, would 
the entre "Gan? members. Stain some specie Benet, health 
Sancagsa fd long lf, children to carry on 
Siete atic ea eee cae 
2 ae Pa peceeng s — saccew in hunting, rin, the growl 
‘a erops and the mliplication of 
deste for plenty. According to : tiation 
Ro" Firth "Life in a community alley vietory in war, admlision 
their souls after death to-a para: 
‘means organization of the interest 
: ise, or inversely release by" the 
Of individuals rgulations of thee 
Doehaviour towards one another and ¢xtinetion of personality from tha 
pacer g tee ME et 
{or common action. The relation: 
‘hip thus crested between thom The Henry Myers tecture 1945, 
he seen to have some kind of 


tin 


or sytem which may be called the Vindew' Gok 
social structure”, 

Tt goes without saying that Rel 1. Anthropology on the March, 
dion binds them together i 445. 

ral occasions like" 

Nuakhai festival, marriage and 2. The Henry Myers Lecture 1945 
‘death, and finally in 'Sashipenu! 

and Adajala puja, in family, Gast 8. Beonomy of a Suora ceremony 
village and Mutha level. So by N. Das & 1. Choudhury 
religion is binding force amongst Vanyajati Vol. XI No, 1 
Individuals and it contributes to January 1964. 

the existence of society as an 

ordered and continuing system of 4, Religion and society among 
relationships amongst human the Coorgs of South Tain by 


beings. MN. Srinivas 


METHODS OF SOCIAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY AND 
STUDY OF TRIBES 1 


| INDIA* 


Anthropology as the all embrac- 
Ing ‘Science “of a man has made 
fgreat strides during the last 
feentury. After the  formulatory 
period during which it suffered 
from a good deal of infantile 
meanderings it has established 
itself a role in the domain of 
sciences, Constant and painstak- 
ing efforts of fleld workers all over 
the world who adopted arious 
tiethods from different branches of 
selences, technology and humani- 
ties brosdened the scope of the 
discipline, AIL these were incor 
orated to devise suitable tools. 
Physical Anthropology as apart 
rand parcel of iological Sciences 
Virtually becomes a concrete dist 
pline, Similarly Prehis to rte 
firchaeology with the help of geo- 
Togy, and palacontology established 
itself as a specie branch of know 
ledge. Linguistics with multiple 
collaboration has developed its 
‘own precepts, Thus was left 
Social Anthropology to proceed i 
rather a lesser speed as a discipline 
to study the social life of man. Tn 
the present paper the dimensions 


fof Social Anthropology and the 
process through which itis emer 
ing as a comprehensive study of 
the man will be analysed 
Although ideas and concepts on the 
theoretical frame work have been 
taken into account, the present 
paper is mostly based on direct 
experience of studying diferent 
Tbuman groups particularly those 
prefterate communities which are 
Known as tribes. 


Any book on the history of 
anthropological theories and 
thoughts clearly shows that social 
anthropology. was born out of 
‘curiosity, When Europeans came 
ith different groups of 
people in the farthest continents 
many of the adventurers consider 
fed it worthwhile to record. the 
‘quaint customs and practices 
‘ferent from the European ways 
life. Colonization brotaght in its 
train missionaries, administrators 
id merchants. Some of 
took pains and interest to record 
the eustoms and practices of diffe 
‘ent Inaman types, their beliefs and 
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faith, their religion and sovial lite 
Eminent scholars at home cumpit 
fd these which ultimately become 
lasses in. Anthropology. 


Interested. scholars from — other 
disciplines ike Franz Boas, 
Malinowski, Rivers, Radel Brown 
{ook to study the man, However, 
those scholars deflnitely establish 
fd the tradition of "fled work 
They considered the travelouges ay 
Daekground material tobe sub) 
Stantiated and established by pain: 
stoking fled work atnong the part 
cular group of people, This. was 
the Foundation “of the seienlile 
Appronch, Thereafter it was 
Feckoned that studies by actually 
living with the community isthe 
sine quanon for social Anthropn 
logy. Year after year a good 
umber of scholars and research 
workers all over the world. are 
engaged in the study of different 
communities be primitive or 
advaneed. 


With the emergence of new 
world as the most aMuent nation 
scholars in US.A, - vigawnusy 
Persued. the study of man. Geo 
Araphieal, social and politica! 
fnvironment inthe United. States 
‘of America gave philip to studien 
1m social Anthropology, Inn mult, 
Facieal and multilingual country 
such stuaies could be easily taken 
up. ‘Thus we found immediately 
Mer the Second World War that 
importance was given to anthropo. 
logical studies by the Ameriean 
Universities and foundations. A 
large number of publications on 
the subject extended to. different 
parts of the world, It is, there 
fore, natural that in India. we are 
felting tore and more influenced 
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by methodology and concepts from 
that county 


‘The earlier generation of 
Anthropologists in our eountey were 
‘mostly trained in England, ‘Thus 
naturally they were oriented to th 
Uhoughts and ideas developed in 
the British Empire. Our titerature 
fon the subject were based an 
concepts of funetionalism, an. inte 
rated approach cultural 
Droblem. AML thote were basically 
Products of intensive Meld work 
among the preiterate tribal 
communities whieh abound in this 
Sub-continent. Moreover, Uh « 
‘administrators and civil servants 
equired a ood dea? of Swsight into 
the ite of contemporary: tethal 
People for peace and good Govern, 
iment in those areas, “They, there 
fore, eneouraged and stimulated 
studies among the diferent tribes. 
The scholars who were trained on 
the subject in Calcutta or at Patna 
linder |S. €. Ray were Keen on 
studying the tribal communities, 


idence our Consti 
tation placed an onerous Fesponst 
Dility on the entire nation to deve. 
lop and safe-guard the interest of 
the tibes, On no other subject the 
Constitution has been so emphatic 
an the development of teibes 
Even the saerosunt fundamental 
rights, make deviations in ease of 
Scheduled Tribes and tribal areas 
The tnws of the tand were to be 
hdministered iy such a manner so 
4s to improve the thes: within. a 
certain stipulated period, "Liberal 
financial provisions were envisag 
ced for this purpose, A’ machinery 
to wateh over the progress was 
‘also established both at the entre 
and States. AIL ‘these therefure 
‘made, it absolutely essential in our 
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country 10 concentrate on the 
feontemporay: tribal people, This 
position has been indicated hereto 
early point out the environment 
in whieh Soeiat Anthropology is 
now being studied in this country 
ts divergent from other advanced 
‘countries 


In tnlia » good number of deve 

ypment programmes have been 
Inuniched. The Five-Year Plans 
have been responsible for establih: 
rent of industries, river valley pro. 
jects, hydro-electric schemes and 
communication, transport, railways 
Ihave been extended to many 
remote tribal areas. The vast 
mineral potentialities are being 
exploited, Agriculture, animal 
Inusbandry poultry ave bee 
improved. The tribal people have 
adopted some of these innovations 
Tut by and large the majority of 
Uuibats eould not fully accept inno: 
vations fo any great extent and 
thange has only been peripheral 
Found by the age old traditions and 
social inhibitions many of the 
tribes continue to retain their 
close cultural base. ‘The soft core 
‘oftheir cultural has shown some 
material changes but the basic faith 
find beliefs persist. All those have 
contributed directly or indirectly 
to intercept their adoption of new 
Ideas and values of lite 


Planners, administrators and 
anthropologists who have studied 
Theoretical concepts of planning 
fand development are sometimes 
Hewikdered to fully account for 
seh inertia and apathy among the 
‘ifferent communities to adopt and 
Aveept changes. Of course oUF 
hon tribal rural communities are 

ly Bound by’ such traditions 
But here we are mainly dealing the 


Uuibes who have distinct pattem of 
culture distinguishable from other 
communities. It will not be out of 
place to indicate here some of the 
hhasie realities which confront 
tnthropologists inthis sub-cont 
tient, Some students who have 
lived and studied the tribes for 
some years have found that 
Tribal people on many occasions 
stick firmly to theit social values, 
‘although change agents have been 
vigorous. Bailey ns 
mong, Khandhs of Ph 
isthe basic ingredient of social 
status and political asendeney 
‘The goal drive timong  Kandhs 
therefore fas been to acquire land 
fas muich as possible, Study’ of 
Saoras bythe author for last 10 
years hag shown that wet land 
‘caltivation as well as shifting cult 
ation on hill clearings are the 
Iain occupation of the tribe 
Saoras whether living in the pre 
‘sent world or jn the under world 
ffter death equally. value land. Tt 
is only mortgaged. never perma 
rently transferred. Among Tun 
ngs of Keonjhar who are primarily 
Ahifting cultivators hill clearings 
fre held by communal ownership 
fand are allocated by village hea 
man to individual family members 
After allotment to a family. the 
possession Is retained with» great 
teare, The backward Bond Tigh: 
Taniders pay no less respect 0 
land. The value attached to land 
rakes tribals immensely agitated 
‘shen they loose possession of 
and, No doubt incursion of non: 
tribals into tribal areas produced 
the Mst casualty: that is the dis 
possession of tribals from the 
valley lands. ‘This is the basic 
motivation in teibal uprisings in 
the past and in the present. 
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Tribes live in close association 
with forest. In their legends 
there are descriptions that they 
settled down by clearing » forests, 
Many: settlement of Munda speak: 
ing tribals hud the suilix Dar means 
water and Bie? means forest. ‘The 
deprivation of rights. over forest 
ave the tribals the greatest shock, 
The ‘forest polley of 1812 nunc! 
ated by the British rulers recogni 
red) the traditional rights of the 
lribals over the forest. ‘The se 

lle conservation of forest was 
considered expedient subject to 
the benefits enjoyed by the tribals. 
But afterward from 
lime to time has overlooked basic 
rights of the tribals and have, 
therefore, made the autoethones 
feat alien in their own home tand. 


‘The preciterate people allover 
the world are bound by a chain of 
reciprocity. Barter and. exchange 
ccconomy practised by tribals enable 
Yhem to maintain this chain, When 
the money economy made inroads 
into the tribal life it could not fully 
replace the traditional form of 
Darter. On the other hand it pro: 
vided opportunity for outsiders to 
exploit them. Being unaware of 
the implications of modern ways of 
live tribals usually do not make 1 
Alstinetion about thelr immediate 
rand future needs. The usual 
cebuliant life gives way to. depres: 
sion and. frustration, Modern 
values of fe presuppose savings 
and unlimited eraze for money and 

inl porsersion. When these 
values are introduced among tribals 
ao readily. aequiese 
those, As a result their world 
view continue to be different from 
others. They are thus exploited by 
cunning groups. Their economic 
life cannot take « turn for” better 
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Education among the tribals 
continued to be informal and 
Pragmatic. It was based on joinder 
Of discipline and actual training to 
row up. On the other hand the 
formal education with all its com 
committant aspects produce a 
signifleant impact on ‘the tribes 
Onee the basie values were made 
to change in tribal life through «ne 
formal “education the core of 
discipline and training get a. set 
hack. “Dormitory institition, whieh 
fs still prevalent among different 
tribes may show how well organized 
and effective this institution has 
heen to provide education and 
training to the youth, When this 
is given go by, the tribals seck 
recreation in movies and alcholism. 
Sex offences and delinquen 
were unknown among the. tribal 
areas are on increase. During the 
recent riots in Rourkela it was 
shown by a study that the teibals 
took to large scale slaughter with 
out understanding anything’ of 
‘communal disharmony due to par 
tition of the sub-continent, ‘The 
Wide spread students unrest, and 
the pervading indiseipline in aiffe- 
Fent walks of life made inroads into 
tribal fe, The usual barsier 
Which isolated tribals into certain 
extent naturally crumbled before 
those 


The earior definition of « tribe 
Which may hold good desetibes a 
tribe ns a group of people having 
common Tnnguage customs. and 
Diactices inhabiting a partleular 
eographical aren. ‘Thus tribe is 
ound by a large number of traits 
whieh determine its pattern of Ii 

‘The Tendership in ench community 
be on seeular or on unreligious 
‘aspect was from within the —com- 
‘munity. The ehild grows up in the 


44 METHODS OF SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND STUDY OF TRIBES IN INDIA 


nalliew of parental care, neighbour 
hood alfliation. Village elders. 
and tribals chiefs had their join 

tnd several contribution. The role 
taking and growing 

society were therefore 
associated with the teaini 
fare provided to them by al 
agencies, When modernity 

ceed Panchayats and the different 
type leadership with legislators, 
‘sarpanches, ward members. et, the 
traditional leadership tost its gio 
‘over the community. A study 
conducted “by Tribal Research 
Bureau among the Santals an ex 
pansive tribe who spread over 
Afferent States has shown. th 
even they would not accept deme 
cratic elections with that amount 
of vigour which was expected from 
them Most of the remained ini 

rent and allowed even non-tribals 
to be elected as theie representa 
tives to the statutary elected bodies, 
‘Thowe being associated with pow 
ff the rulers were more ave Insp 
ring. In ease of backward tribes lke 
Saora there was even diMleulty. ts 
Induce someone to contest ie 
panchayat elections. One nomins: 
ted sarpanch after a short time 
found the job uninteresting and 
resigned it. On the other hand 
Saoras have their traditional head 
men to arbiter over their disputes 
and to settle their problems with 
the administration. All those head 
‘men were brushed aside by state 
lary elected leaders. Thus the 
result hs been vacuum in leader 
hip in most of the tribal areas, 


Recent tribal upheavals in_parts 
of Andhra Pradesh bordering Orises 
State has shown that tribals acho 
Ihave openly broken the law. under 
stood very litte of the higher ethies 
of Marsism, left communiam 


‘some such ism. They understood 
‘ery litle of individual ownership 
versus public ownership, private 
enterprise versus socialism. They 

‘stood one point that most of 
their land have been under the 
possession of non-tribals before a 
few years. Prospects of shifting 
cultivation were curbed by forest 
regulations, Economie life has not 
improved. "Contact with the urban 
centres changed their world view 
and level of aspiration, They 
{found that redress through normal 
‘official channels has not been poss: 
be during all these years. In spite 
‘of the lunching of development pro: 
gramme and visit of officials their 
main needs have not been saisfle. 
Hence their minds were charged 
swith suspicion and antipathy. Mt 
the time of such mounting frustea 
tion any trouble 


‘over the tribals to encourage them 
to take law in their own hands, 
ad the traditional leadership been 
ble to hold them the result would 
have been perhaps different, But 
in an area of leadership vacuum 
that could not be possible, 


agitating for quite some time, 
Nagas have got a State, Mizos de 
‘mand a separate Mizo land, Assam 
hil state. The older leaders 
the same cause tho had seve 
ppresentatives in Bihar and Orissa 
State Legislature are loosing thelr 
control andl there has emerged a 
new leadership mostly of young 
men. Some af them are educated 
in the universities and colleges. 
‘They have debated on the separate 
State formed in the Eastern Fron 
tier. ‘They have taken into acco: 
tint the scope of development and 
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employment and have Dased deal of frustration in the minds of 
their demand for separate tribals, 
Stale Though in Orissa and 


Bihar we consider this movement From the above brief account of 
tus indications of disintegration. we some of the vital issues relating to 
‘overlook the basic factor that dur- the tribal life in the sub-continent 
Ing these years we have not done tis clear that studies among tribals 
much to catch the imagination of are neither complete nor exhaus- 


the tribals in general and the youth tive. We have to. alleviate. them 
Jn particular. Tribal leaders who from stagnation and the moribund 
represent them in the legislature state of life. Hadden described the 
fet divorced from the rank and fle _{ribals in India as a group of people 
and from the main stream of tri- who after many wanderings have 
al environment. Hence they settled dawn in "Chutin ~ Nagpur 
rip over the tribals. In Shri Chitanya avoided trekking 
the absence of a systematic leader- through Jharkhand, Our Puranas 
ship the tribals could not be blam- considered tribals as Asura, Datiaba, 
ed for directing their energy for a an abominable group. 
parate political structure, Rapid 
Industrialisation in these areas have Asoka was particularly conscious 
generated a number of changes. of the Jungle tribes and their 
deine customs end manors, The 
inscription at Dhauli 
tres and other major projects have Bhubanenwar categorically ordered. 


created a great reshu Me, AM! those the Governors to treat the jungle 
have contributed for a diferent folk with compassion, Mugul 
male of if inthe area, ‘emperors avoided direct encounters 


with the tribal people. When the 
thas also been found that hy Beitishers ruled over the country 
chance aecident industries, river they thought sf providing safe 
valley and hydro-electric, mineral guards for the tribes. Excluded 
development projects are mostly and partially excluded areas were 
cated in tribal areas. ‘These pro- formed to provide a separate form 
jects result in displacement of » of administration for the tribes, 
good number of tribals from their ‘They were also represented in the 
homes, According to the existing legislatures by persons nominated 
nw they are paid some cash com: from different walks of life. ‘The 
pensation, That is spent quickly by social workers of the country w 
various means and the tribals who particularly antagonistic 10 this 
Tost their land and houses seldom ‘The polit 
Act a substitute at the initial stage. cal atmosphere of the country was 


Some of them are engaged as un- sich that it was considered. expe- 
skilled worker. But thereafter they dient to the national interest, not to 
cannot get any other employment isolate any particular group of 
and become refugees. The state people. However, when we attain: 


Which has the sacred duty to safe ded independence most ofthe safe 
squard their interest seldom make guards were incorporated in the 
serious efforts to rehabilitate dis. Constitution with greater emphasis 
Placed tribals, “This ereates a good than before. We have already 


discussed the salient future of these 
‘safeguards earlier. However, here 
itis to be reiterated that within 
this century we definitely distin. 
guished a group of people known 
fs Scheduled Tribes (a) who are 
hot at the same level of advance: 
it as the other general popala- 
tion, (B) who have distinet customs 
manners and social life, (c) who 
fre to be patronished and promo: 
ted to reach general level of the 
‘county. 


Im the light of these considera: 
tion social anthropologists cannot 
fensily brush aside the backward 
find pre-literate tribal communities 
from their scope of studies. There 
fore social anthropology in our 
‘country isto all give emphasis on 
the tribes their customs and 
practices ele, Even after all these 
Jenrs of the extension of develop- 
nent programme some of the 
packward tribes particularly io 
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa continue 10 
remain in a very backward cond 
tion, On many of the tribes we do 
fot have full account, Monographs 
‘compied on some of the tribes by 
the easier workers covered only 
me of thea, There stil remain 
quite a good number of sroups on 
Whom we need authentic and 
Exhaustive monographs. 


The U.S.A, and European 
nations have already reached 
certain stage of advancement. 
ndustrial and urban complex have 
evel up their social and cult 
fal life, Cultural proliferations have 
Ail heen brought to fit into 
tingle standard of life. Group varia- 
tions are insignficont in this 
process of transformation. The 
Juner-direeted groups have changed 
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to other-directed ones, That is not 
the case with backward tribes in 
India. ‘They are still. tradition 
directed, Their level of aspiration 
fand world view are limited. The 
process of civilization on many 
Cases reached only the periphery 
land seldom the hard core of their 
culture. 


Let us consider the case of 
Lanjia Saoras in Ganjam and 


and build their settlement on the 
Hill slopes, They have ingenuity 
for terrace building. Religion is 
the focal point of their culture, 
Perhaps they have the largest 
number of gods, spirits and ances 
tors to be propitiated than any 
fothee group in the world. Saorns 
fare in comtact with the outside 
‘world for pretty long time. They 
Imigrated into tea gradens at the 
beginning of this century. Develop 
ment programmes have heen 
introduced since last twenty years. 
In spite of all these factors, Suoras 
continue to have a close cultural 
base. Change agents except conver 
sion to christianity were not 
Successful to. change this 
{ribe, Although Lanjia Saoras 
continue to have thelr customs 
fand practices, section of this 
tribe known as “Sudha’ mea 
clean, totally transformed them as 
Sind caste donning sacred 
thread. 


Kanda the numerically largest 
tribe of Orisea have widely varying 
‘sections. Some of these sections like 
Koti, Dongria, and Pengo are 
shifting cultivators and food 
fzatherers. Another section Jatapus 
ave adopted Telegu and are 
considerably advanced. Similarts 


ADIDAS! 


Desia Kandh—means locals are 
indistinguishable from the general 
rural population of the area where 
they lve 


Juang are similarly divided into 
three sections. Hill Juang of Keon 
Shar are shifting cultivators, fond 
atherers while those just imme 
‘lately Below the hills in Pallahara 
fre basket makers and those 
palins of Dhenkanal are 
igriculturistsindistinguishable fron 
the other eases, This clearly 
shows that change nf oeeupation or 
‘even departure from the moorings 
produces transformations. How 
ever, these are not s0 wide like 
those whieh have affected different 
population in t 
‘The tribes around the Steel City of 
Rourkela or Jamshedpur stil 
continue to retain many of theie 
traditional eustoms and practices 
The diferent sections of Pabadias 
of Santal Paraganas dwell in the 
‘same geographical habital and 
practise shifting cultivation, 
Birhors and Khadias are nomadic 
groups. Biehors live by. rope 
‘making and hill Khadias by colle 
tion of honey and other minor 
forest produce. When they are 
settled In Tond it takes time for 
them to adopt to the change of 
‘occupation, 

‘These instances have been 
shown to indicate that the trans 
formation tuklig place in the tribal 
roups see not according to any s 
pattern or hypothesis, ‘The ustat 
methodology to assess these may 
Ihave to be mosdifed! an 

Field workers among 1 
have invariably found st extremely 
dificult to eliit information from 
tem. Participant observations 
and actual living with the tribes 


7 


ave been fruitful, But one is apt — 
to commit faliblity as langunte 
sandy as a barvier in many eases, 
At present scholars whi ae taking 
Up problomatic studies will, much 


lesser time at their disposal than 
those of the easier days often 
with inadequate data, An 


scholar of eminence 
0 came to study a specif 
problem was bewildered to under 
Stand the actual connotation of 
tain common local wards 
Modern Social Anthropology has 
‘adopted sharper methods. trom 
Psychology, Statistic and even 
calculus. "Those are used ts 
interpret social phenomena, 
Nevertheless there still remains a 
Wide gap between the standardized 
‘methods and the actual thinking 
process of the man, Tt varies from 
situation to situation, It also 
varies aceording to the particular 
condition which might have bees 
Drought by food, tiger menace 
epldemie or recent prosceution for 
breaking forest or excise laws. In 
such circumstances the research, 
worker may be confronted with 
situation whieh he may not have 
been ner ordinary eireumstances 
The modern methodology therefore 
fall short of apprehending. such 
eventuality, Tn ease of buekward 
tribes 


Due to this peculiar situation in 
four country it is therefore, highly 
essential for Social Anthropologists 
to continue to study the tribes” in 
relation to their sociocultural tite 
for taking stock of the change 
agents, the process of aeeultura 
tion and imphet of industria 
ization. ‘Those are to be studied 

relation to the particular situa 
tion, period, ete. We cannot 
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+ also forget about the task imposed 
on us by the Constitution 
to improve the condition of these 
liibes, During these year the 
development progeamme have not 
‘mode appreciable contribution to 
this effect. We have therefore, a 
ood dual to study about the failure 
oF & particular programme in reli 
tion to a specific tribal life and eu 
ture. That again will require 
probing into the frontiers of tribal 
culture, Thus there is. necessity 
rnd it iy imperative on the part of 
Social anthropologists to study. the 
tribal communities andthe 
standardized hypotheses und tech 
ques borrowed from other disci 
lines. hve to be modited to suit 

purpose and requirements 


Interndseiplinary  approneh in 
studying human problems is nece 
sory, Nevertheless greater em 
phasis on psyehologleal techniques 
nay very often loud to errors. 
book recently published on the 
Suora children which claims to be 
42000 pyehologienl treation has 
made certain gross conjectures 
about the culture and life of the 
tribe, The techniques devised for 
peeifc occasions is bound to po: 
duce a different interpretation i 
the particalar situation va 
Hence the assistance to he taken 
from psychology should be limited 
to help social anthropology. not to 
over ride its own techniques, 
Similarly statistical representa 
fof cultural phenomena is am ass 
Iption to aver simplify the issues 
Formation of groups. analysis of 
frroup behaviour and such associa 
ted variable may not be so sede in 
cage of tribal communities, There 
realgo slight deviation and depar 
ture from a set pattern, Those 


again may only be in the warfs 
land woos but not inthe pattern 
of culture itself. ‘The basie needs 
land satistaction of those generate 
derived and integrated needs ure to 
be carefully assessed, Methods of 
social anthropology provide a grew 
ter lever for all those than other 
disciplines, 


AL present we are widely talking 
fof national integration, We have 
not forgetten the divisions and 
factions which our country had 
before the Britishers united the 
country, Now also the separatist 
tendency is raising” its head in 
many parts, Fovees of disintegra 
tion. gain momentum when we 
fverlook the basie needs of all the 
sections of our population. Ax 
regards the tribes are concerned we 
have to follow a seientifle poliey 
‘which means. progressive advance: 
ment of social and eeonomie life of 
‘he tribals with a view to their 
‘ultimate integration with the rest 
fof the community on a footing of 
equality within ® reasonable tine 
The period has necessarily to vary 
from trible to tribe, "This object 
ould only be achieved if we have 
‘authentic studies among the diffe 
ront teibes whieh unfortunately: we 
Tnek. Inthe past soeial anthropo: 
logists wore considered seta 
Inunters who wanted keep. the 
Uribals as museum pivees. Ia con. 
rast to that it was considered that 
rapid assimilation of the tribal 
‘communities with that of the gene 
al population world be escential 
‘The confusion and eonflict on those 
two issues are often over stressed, 
By following any of those potieies 
wve have not made the tribals any 
way better than what they were 
before independence. ‘The apathy 


ne ee 
> a 
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‘aguinst social anthropologists has population are referred to anthro. 
been mostly due to the fact that pologists to solved expeditiously. 
‘their studies and findings were not If our studies and findings are not 
slways palatable to enthusiastic readily available within a parti 
social workers or administrators eular span of time we may not be 
‘who considered issues on the basis able to beneflt anybody. Hence in 


of their own projection, 


Sociai our approach and methodology we 


anthropologists in this country. have to circumvent profusion and 
therefore have to remove this mis- pin point the issues of course on. 
apprehension from the minds of  Scientiflc and authentic Hines. 
others. ‘That will only be possible 

by intensive studies among dlife- 


rent tribal groups, 


Applied and ction anthropology 
is very much required in India, 


Another vital issue which the feeling has grown during these 


social anthropologists should 


"© years that human problems could 


Premium is the time factor for com~ be solved by social engineering and 
Diletion of a study and the submis- social medicine. For’ application 
son of report. It is heard from of those, we are to provide the re: 
many quarters tht esearch pro- quired rieatation to social workers 


jects which are entrusted to 


and administrators. This would be 


Poloias take w considerable time pouible i we sigoroaly pursue or 
Yo be completed. This automati- object of studying the tribal 
cally gives an impression that per- communities with due precession 
hhaps we have een tanguishing and are, Philanthropology may 
‘over the task and debating over the be the other name which however 
methodology. ‘The burning prob- odd it may sound, should be a part 
lem affecting the tribals and rural of social anthropology. 
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| AN ADDRESS IN 
CENSUS CONFERENCE 
- OF 1969. 


A speech delivered in the Conference of Tribal Research bodies and 
Anthropological Survey of India convened by the Registear-General of 
India, New Dethi on 23th andl 281h January 1969, by Assistant Director on 
Dehalf of Tribal Research Bureau 


Mr, Rogistear-General, Dr. Burman 
tnd wellow delegates { 
{At the outset I must convey 


Scheduled Castes population are 


+ thanks to the Registrar-General for being ealled upon to conduet sur 
aking initiative to eonvene this veys to assess the living conditions 
Conterence of —Anthropologienl and felt needs of those groups. We 
Survey of India and are also entrusted with the tsk of 
tribal research bodles determining the social status of 
inthe ‘country, I is for the first certain groups who. put forward 


time that, we are able to m 


‘Lani heir elaims for inclusion in the 


lacust some vital and signifleant schedules. Besklon thene wo are to 
matters of nalional importance, delve on various problems of tebe 
+ ‘The eonference would be able 10 and castes confronting the Stages 
evolve an outlook for the census qdministration, 
peration of 161, Our Registrar 
jeveral for the fest time has tau During the Art plan period ther 


chhed.a bold venture, which will nol was the frst move to establish tribal 
‘only bring laurels to his organisa research bodies in the States hav 


tion, but wil also provide The hall) ing szable bal ahd other bas 
nari for selenite analysis ofthe nd population. In Oriasn 

2 multiple array of data which his ‘Tribal “Research Bureau was esta. 

+ rqantsation would handle during plished fn 1959 a. semiotic 

4 tho next few years. Tn that respect organisation with 2 Research Scho 

iy 1071 exnaus would definitely be Tam and one. parttime. Secretary 

<—inlque and different from the pre: Th 1054 Bikar took a Tead to esta 

feeding operations. 1 shall fail 8 bsh  fllledged tribal research 

fuy duty it donot Uuank my friend jnutitue at ane, Madhya Pradesh 

Dr BAK. Roy Burman, 0. S.D. started Wt Hhenest year which was 

Handicrafts, etc, foreatotysing this followed by West Bengal. There 

rocess of sclve co-operation f° attr by and by Anam, Raestat, 

eae odie inthe ona Me Anda Prades, Mabarsea and 

: census operation tubes refer Gujrat have now established teibeb 

5 census data for various purposes fd raining egntes. 

2 Thitul Rescareh bodies established NEFA had a research organisation 


ino States with sizable tribal and cartier under Dr. Whwin, Mast of 


b 


ne 2 
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-these institutes which started during 
‘the First Plan period have now be 
‘come regular part and parcel of the 
respective, Slates administration 
Central assistance is provided for 
these bodies for expansion, ete 
by the Department of Social Wely 
fare, As being closely associated 
with the frst move for establish 
ment of these institutes, and actu 
ally having the privilege to organise 
fone at Ranchi in 1951 it could be 
said, that the basic poliey involved 
{neslablishing these institutions 
‘was to make comprehensive studies 
‘of different groups of tribal coma 
their customs and manners, 

social values and cultural dynamies. 
No doubt civil servants seholnrs 
from different walks of life and 
professionals had studied the 
various tribes in diferent parts of 
the country, and die come out with 
well ilusteated publication, How 
ever, the prevailing atmosphere in 
hore days thwarted and objective 
approach, The frame-work of the 
fxcluded and partially excluded 
fareas with a separate type of 
Administration, different from the 
general administration of the 
country was aimed at segregation of 
the twibes, Naturally those quaint 
customs and practices whieh could 
Iightight inter tribal differences as 
swell as distinguish the tribes from 
the general population of the 
‘were documented. The 

Castes who were 

ouchables, ancl were actually 
suffering from virulent form 
Of social stigma had a different 
footing. When the national move: 
iment gained momentum our leaders 
swore antagonistic to such studies, 
because it was presumed that those 
‘were meant for perpetuating the 
Aivision of the nation. After inde 


pendence scholars both in the 
Universities and otherwise studied 
tuibes and castes on seientife lines. 
‘Their problems were analysed in 
relation to the sweeping changes. It 
‘was thought that Isolation and 
Segregation of a group of people 
would automatically insulate them 
from the outside contact and they 
‘would not loose their nerves, tn 
reality it was found that changes 
lake place in the community due to 
Various factors, A” standard of 
mobility is attended by different 
communities by visits to markets, 
relations, law courts, ete, migration 
to tea gardens provided « stimulus 
for change, Establishment of army 
camps in remote tribal areas during 
‘world wars drastically changed the 
‘outlook of the tribes, Thus it had 
to be adiited that seientifie studies 
‘of the tribes and. their problems 
were to receive serious attention of 
the adwinistration after indepen 
lence 


tn our country a lead was pro= 
vid 1 organisation for the 
ibove purpose, In 188 eensu 
divisions of castes and teibes were 
enumerated, AIL those. who in 
Dited. hills nn forests were taken 
ts tries. Risley in 1001 netually 
provided the basic foundation for 
Fecording the distinet groups. 
Howover in 1991 census under 
fable guidance of Hutton a ful 
Tedgedt enquiry was instituted by 
census organisation. In fact for all 
four basic data we have mostly to 
refer tothe 1931 census. 


After independence and adoption 
of the Constitution in which we are 
pledged in the Directives of State 
Potiey to develop the Scheduted 


AN ADDRESS IN CENSUS CONFERENCE OF 1969 3 


Castes and Scheduled Tribes, plan- reaches the soft core of culture and“ 
hing their welfare programme be- seldom establishes itself in the hard 
‘came important. Most of the States core. Mobility is altainded by 
fstablished separate Departments castes and tribes on the face of 

= for this purpose, With the launch- changed circumstances, But the 
ing of Five-Year Plans welfare occupational fixations do not give 
schemes for backward classes with any additional advantage toa 
contribution from the Central group which were traditionally 
Government under Article 275 were i particular occupation to 


{introduced in the States. The adopt improved techniques to deve 

* tribal research bodies were establi- lop their traditional practices, | 
shed in pursuance of the decision 
{0 ald and advise planers and Shifting cultivation is an age old 


administrators to formulate and practice in the sub-continent, | 
Implemente these programme. Firstly. the backward. tribes who 
‘Through various studies, the dia live én mountain fastness have very 
+ mension of tile problems and little wet land. Secondly, they 
fssues which involve the tribes have grow pulses, miles, oil seeds, 
{wo be revealed. When we adopted maize in hill clearings which are 
seientific planning for building our not possible to grow in wet land, 
nation, the advancement of tribes The presure of poptlation and res 
could not be left to stereotyped trictions in forests. seldom provide 
bureaucratic apparatus. In this opportunity for expansion of wet 
regard the role of tribal research culljvation. It has. been found 
Doves is important from a study that « backward shift 
: ing cultivating group like Kutia 
2, We have certain presumptions __Kondhs sometimes wean from wet 
‘and pre-conceived notions which cultivation to shifting cultivation, 
[permeate our thoughts and action Saoras who have immense skill. in 
in relation to a tribe, a caste, = terrace building side by side prac- 


> community or a social situation. tice shifting cultivation, This 
+ Tobriefty indicate a few the general shows that change does not always 
idea is that industrialization intro- mean change from other method a 


‘duces urban values and rapid cult 
changes, In process of that back: 
/ ward” tribes shake off their Herdmen like Koyas who rear 
established traditions to adopt new large number of callle but never 
values. “A few studies have, milk them do not adopt this prac: 
however, shown that the growth of tice inspite of the demand for milk 
1 large industrial complex, river created de to the establishment of 
valley project, rehabilitation pro- — Dandakaranya Project. Hence itis 
iramme generate factors and not correct to always presuppose 


jon to wet cultivation, 


forces of change, but those do not change and concenualise. sels of 
fratcaly change the entre petirn _secleiare change = 
fife of tebe oe corwmmnlly. 

 —_No-doutt'at the bogianing there 3. Introduetion of Panchayat Raj 


‘an urge for change of occupation and democratic decentralisation 
Dut very often the 


from 1961 was expected to prt 


, the stimulus in rural and tribal 
area for adoption of new values. 
Studies in different parts have 
shown that the statuary Panchayats 
seldom caught the imagination of 
tribes and provided a stable base 
lo introduce changes and mobility. 


‘These references, therefore, fur: 
ther emphasises the basis for study 
of tribes and castes on scientific 
lines by competent persons, Studies 
fare being however conducted by 
Individual seholars in the Univer: 
sities as well as in research boxes 
But these are mostly confined to a 
limited sphere or in relation to 
specif groups. Tt is now time that 
there should be integrated and 
broad based studies of these aspe 
cts in a systematic manner in the 
whole of the country. Only with 
‘that it will be possible to assess and 
gauge the fathom of occupational 
Mobility in relation to social and 
cultural dynamism, From these 
studies conducted in different parts 
of the country it would then be 
possible to ascertain cause and 
direction of social change. It must 
be admitted that during the past 
two decades we have been more 
‘charged by the concepts and ideas 
evolved in the United States of 
‘America. No doubt in that country 
there is immense seope and pros: 
pect for studies in social Selences 
Our workers and scholars are more 
often charged with those concepts 
fand theories in the same -mannec 
fas we consider it x status symbol 
I we visit foreign countries 


totally different. The milew 
swlich our tribes and castes live 
and develop is divergent from the 


fone in other advanced countries, 
Hence, we have to make effective 
studies of the different groups in 
relation to our own requirements, 
Within a tribe there are different 
sections and divisions, which al 
though could be generically stated 
as one have wide divergent customs 
land practices, Kondhs are divided 
{nto Dongria, Kutia, Yengo, Jatapu, 
Kapu who are s0 widely diferent 
from each other in dress, orn 
‘ments, customs and manners that 
it becomes extremely dificult. 10 
take them as a single tribe. Change 
‘of oceupation in Jugngs in Pallahar 
‘who became basket makers 
changed their customs and prac: 
tices. Juangs of Dhenkanal plains 
hhave many differences with the 
hill Juangs of Keonjhar who are 
hunters and shifting cultivators. 
Bhuiyas as agriculturists an 
those who live on hills have widely 
different customs. It is therefore, 
essential that the’ tribal research, 
Dodies being given the required 
stimulus fram the census orga: 
nization whould take up these 
Studies in different parts of the 
country. 


‘There are still quite a large 
number of tribes in this ‘country 
about whom there is no authentic 
account. It would have been the 
first task afler independence to 


the country. Infact in 1950 resou. 
lation was approved in the central 
advisory board of Anthropology 
(now defunct) to study all these 
groups expeditiously and prepare 
futhentic secount. It has to. be 
admitted that neither the Anthro 
pollogical Survey of India nor the 
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tribal rescarch bodies or univer-  Chenchus, Kadars, Katu “Naikans _* 
sities took steps in this directions. and Birhors, ete, have continued to 

=" Problem oriented studies with live in bill’ and forests. There are 
> ‘multi disciplinary approach are no not even first generation iterates 


eubt etl ba how can we pro. among then. To improve iat 
a7 pesty analyse the problems when seientie 
‘we have no authentic Danie data? assessment of the living conitons 


Are we to continue to refer to Ris- of the tribes and castes should be | 
ley, Dalton, Thrustom and Hutton made and an objective elassificati 
for our basic data ?On one hand would thereafter be possible to 
+ we admit that sweeping changes those groups which are 
have blown over the country and in need of special advant 
oth social and societal change 
+ Ihave taken place. On. the other 


Then 
‘and economic 
be improved 


4 ‘hand we rely on the old accounts. within the limited resources availa: 
How can we reckon this? Here ble for the purpose. "The. census 
4 the census orgmisation ean give ® organisation and. the Registrar 
lead and the Registrar General ean General may be able to give-a fend 
ive to the nation something whieh this direeto 
will be followed by the —postert 
ority, Sclentifle planning for welfare 


wold require data on the forms: 
Another administrative problem tion and combination af aifferent 

which confronts the States as well groups arising out of cultural and 

ts the Central Government is to economic integration. ‘The sour: 

Aetermine the social status of dif of change a 

erent tribe and easte groups who ve change result in unfolding of 

+ claim to Be included inthe inherent potentialities. That is how 


Schedules. The list of _ Sebedled trepreneurship emerges and those 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes were are actually tobe tapped if we 
considerably inflated in 1956, want to succeed to push. forwand 
‘The concessions and advantages innovations among the backward 
Incumbent on inclusion in the classes. The census organization 
Schedules are many. These allure can evolve the standardized pattern 
various groups to put forward their of study to cover the entire country 
claim to be included in the Sche- to measure these factors. which 


Shes On the oer hand thee. woud be tefl bot ene 
toureo bth atthe cental” and aed tmplemenlaton ot sna 
Mite lee blog depleted, be-—wtan te. eatne reeame 
Comes diel to continue these More appesa! of isovaing ot 
oncrsions to al the members of bol pide the eqn en 
|, Should Ties. and" Sched ~ 
“Castes. Stu have shown that At the end I again want to reite. 
tmorendvanced and roca! tecons rae my snere Spat ‘ote 


from among the tribes and castes. Registrar General who has provi 
hhave derived the maximum benefits ded this opportunity. for a forum 
< from this concessions. The back- to discuss the various maiiprs 
ward groups like Bondas, Kondhs, which will be tackled by the 1971 
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‘eensus, The task is onerous, The 
population of the cevantry has 

widerably and the 
ianension of such studies has 
Increasad several folds. Neverthe 
Teas these. delibrations may help 
to provide a base for the frst ime 
to add a pragmatic hue to our task 
T ywould therefore, suggest that 
extain follow up measures Ay 
be required. To achieve the 
Cchjective, the Registrar-General 
hay conskdor to set up & standing 
panel under is 

Rith «representative 
‘Anthropological Survey, 3 or + 
heads. of tribal research bodies 
fand the O. 8, D, handicrafts, ‘The 
panel may meet as frequently as 
possible to aid and advice the Regt 
trar-General on the above issues 
it could also device standardized 
schedules to conduct different 
Social studies, Tt could also devise 
curriculum for training the 


‘enumerators and other census 
personnel to carefully collect the 
Fequired information from the 
backward communities. Tho 
TRegistrar-General in course of his 
tour may come across yarious 
issues and problems, in different 
Staten which could be discussed 
Wilh the sanding panel. tn my 
humble opinion this step may De 
useful 


At last T shall again express my 
gratitude to you Sir, for providing 
this opportunity for mutual under 
standing between Anthropological 
Survey of India att! tribal researel 
odes which even the Department 
Br Social Welfare has not done 
‘Guring all these years, 1am 
Sure thet the Tribal Research 
Bureau will be glad to ful 

co-operate with you in your ven 
ture and assist you inthis uphill 
task during the nest few years 


A group popularly known ss 
|"Khajerias’ “inhabiting parts of 
' ang around Chendipada and Tat 
cher in. Dhenkanal district 
fubmitted a representation to the 
‘Government that although thes 
[are actually “Sia? and they have 
licen deprived of the benefits as 
[Scheduled Caste, In the 
frepresention, itis contended that 
[iva nnd Khajurin are one amd 
Jrame ‘caste without any datine- 
Mion and there x no Justification to 
deprive them from the benefit 


‘The Tribal Researeh Berea was 
alled upon to make an enquis 
to the status of Khajurias vis: 
i-vis whether they are synonymous 
lo Siyal item No. 86 of Orissa 
cheduled Castes List of 1956. 
is enquiry was conducted by a 
roup of Investigators aroun 
Chendipada. Taleher 

henknal town, 


and 


In village Chendipada proper 

P-S. of 
lage there are 500 
‘with population of 123 
are known as Khajurias. In 
wendapada village there are 50) 


tal population of 8,058, Khajurias 
in a totally separate ward of 
village. ‘They are treated as 


BRIEF NOTES: 
SOCIAL STATUS OF 
KHAJURIA, 


iotoshesies pol itp esis | | 
Svs soc tact vi nem 

The erga ot te erd" Ria 
aeeeog. Bk ee 
font aia ce aaa’ ot 
‘Chamare of Sia who tte 
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